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No. 6a. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Sir R, Herbert. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 12, 1886. 
WITH reference to your letter of the 6th April last and previous correspondence 
respecting the agreement come to between Her Majesty’s Government and the Govern- 
ment of Germany, that each Power should repay the sums expended by private 
individuals or firms in connection with the establishment of Protectorates from which 
either might retire in favour of the other, I am directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to 
transmit herewith, for communication to the Secretary of State for the Colonies, transla- 
tion of a note, with inclosures, which has been received from the German Minister at this 
Court in forwarding Messrs. Gaiser’s claim for compensation in connection with the 
cession of Mahin Beach, and I have to request you to move the Secretary of State to cause 
Lord Salisbury to be informed of the nature of the reply which should be sent to Count 
Hatzfeldt. | 
lam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER, 
Cea ES A 
Inclosure 1 in No. 6, 


Count Hatzfeldt to the Marquis of Salisbury. 
(‘Translation.) 
My Lord, German Embassy, December 15, 1885. 

DURING the negotiatious which took place in London last spring between the then 
Imperial Commissioner, Dr. Krauel, and the Royal Government of Great Britain respect- 
ing the delimitation of the German and English Protectorates on the coasts of the Gulf 
of Guinea, the renouncement of the German Protectorate over the territory of King 
Amapetu of Mahin was coupled with the condition of an indemnity to be paid to the 
firm of G. L. Gaiser, of Hamburgh. 

The claim for indemnity was made by this firm on account of the sovereignty over 
Jand which it had acquired, and which, in consequence of the surrender of the German 
Protectorate, passes into English sway. 

The Royal Government of Great Britain has declared itself prepared to make good 
by direct negotiation with the Imperial German Government the costs of acquiring such 
sovereignty when the expenses shall have been proved in figures. : 

It was, however, at the time considered desirable by the Commissioners on both 
sides, on account of several objections which arose upon formulating this very dubious 
principle, not to include a special Article in the Treaty, while on the other hand such 
omission was not to affect the investigation of the Gaiser claim. 

The Gaiser firm has now furnished the Imperial Government with a statement of 
their expenditure, which, as they allege, was incurred solely for the acquisition of 
sovereignty over the land, and amounts to 355/. 15s. Receipts for this expenditure 
eannot, in the nature of the case, be demanded, and the total amount can scarcely be 
described as excessive, and might be easily defrayed by Her Majesty’s Government 
without the co-operation of Parliament out of the surplus of the Lagos Customs 
revenue. 

[ have the honour to place before your Lordship herewith the statement of the 
Gaiser firm in connection with the negotiations which took place, and in pursuance of 
instructions from my Government, to support the claim put forward. 

While 1 beg most respectfully to await the favour of a reply, I have, &c. | 

(Signed) vy. HATZFELDT. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 6a. 


Statement of Expenses incurred by me in acquiring the Territorial Sovereignty of the 
Mahin Territory. 





£ s. d. 

Cash payment to King Amapetu -- ve ee ee ve 20 0 0 
Paid in goods—5 pieces of silk, 5 puncheons of rum, 100 cases of gin -- 100 0 O 
Presents from Hamburgh .. oe os ee es os 6 0 0 
Presents to Amapetu’s Chiefs—sundry goods ., es ee Ses 108! 0, 6 
Presents to Manuva-Itebu—sundry goods ee <e es ae, 100. 80 
Presents to the same from Hamburgh .. ee ee ws oe 315 0 
Present for Ado—1 musical clock .. ee oe = a 26 0 0 
355 15 0 

(Signed) G. L. GAISER. 


Hamburgh, December 2, 1885. 
crea eT TO LE AER OPE 
[67 Dé 
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the 13th April, by which no claims were to be advanced by either side, in respect of costs 
incurred in acquiring territorial rights mutually exchanged between the two Powers. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 





No. 9. 
Mr. Goldie-Taubman to Sir P. Anderson.—(Received January 21.) 


(Confidential.) The National African Company (Limited), 

Sir, 34 to 40, Ludgate Hill, January 19, 1886. 
THE inclosed extract has been, for obvious political reasons, deleted from the 

draft of the lecture to be delivered to the Manchester Geographical Society by the 

celebrated African traveller, Mr. Joseph Thomson, who has lately returned from a 

special mission on behalf of the National African Company. 

Not one-half of the territories supposed to be under British protection are really 
secured by Treaties, the remaining interspersed territories being thus still open to 
annexation by foreign nations, whose cupidity it would be impolitic to arouse. But it is 
very desirable that those who may have to deal with the question in this country should 
have before them the latest independent evidence of the very great importance to Great 
Britain of the Niger Basin, which has been so continually insisted on by the National 
African Company. | 

I am, &c. 
(Signed) G. D. GOLDIE-TAUBMAN, 
, Vice-Chairman. 


Sei Aig aia re 
Inclosure in No. 9. 


Tar Nicer AND THE CenTRAL SOUDAN. 
(Confidential.) 





Extract. 


THE conclusion I have arrived at is this, that in all the wide range of Tropical 
Africa there is no more promising field for commerce. I do not base that conclusion on 
the grounds that it is more fertile or more rich in natural productions, though even in 
these respects it far s all other parts. 

Let me briefly indicate and say a few words about my reasons for this sweeping 
assertion. They are these :— 

1. The Central Soudan presents a region of enormous extent, more densely populated 
than any other part of Africa. It is dotted all over with numerous towns inhabited by 
varying numbers up to 150,000 souls. It is governed by three powerful Sultans, who 
bind the various peoples together and render life and property safe, without which there 
can be no progress and no great expansion of trade. You may travel as safely through 
the Houssa States as through Great Britain. _ 

2. Then, in the second place, the Central Soudanese are far advanced in civilization, 
and throughout Northern Africa are famed for their various manufactures. Of this 

ct of the region I have already given you some indication. Do not let it be 
forgotten, however, that you have here no congeries of savage tribes such as are to be 
found on the Congo, who have no civilized wants, and whose education, except it be for 
gin, must be very slow. On the contrary, you have people with all the numerous new 
wants and ideas which progress implies—people passionately fond of voluminous garments, 
and who delight to clothe even their horses with gorgeous silks and velvets, tassels, and 
tinkling bells—everything, in fact, which will make a brave show. They delight to 
gather about them articles of no particular utility, but which attract and please the eye. 
Hence they place in their houses brass vessels of various kinds of quaint and curious 
workmanship. In a hundred ways they show that they have discovered that there are 
other pleasures beyond living like brutes, eating what is necessary, rearing a family, and 
returning to the dust. 

3. In the third place, the River Niger presents a splendid opening into this favoured 
region. Unlike all other African rivers, the Niger has a fine reach of navigable water. . 
Steamers of 600 tons burden can run as far as Rabba (a distance of over 600 miles) for 
seven or eight months in the year, and all the year that place can be reached by launches 
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and barges. In addition to that, the Benué is navigable the greater part of the year for 
nearly as many more hundred miles, not to speak of the various tributaries, creeks, and 
branches of both rivers, which also can be made available. Then, in my opinion, the 
Benué in the wet season becomes connected with the Shari, which flows into Lake Chad, 
and if further investigation proves that to be true, then a thousand or more miles of 
navigable waterway leads you more than half across the continent. 

4. The fourth reason for my favourable opinion of the Central Soudan is this, that 
you have ready to hand the necessary machinery and organization to work the inland 
trade. Great markets are found in many towns attended by their busy thousands. 
A daring and keen class of traders traverse the uppermost parts of the country—none of 
your petty local hawkers, but men who travel from Lake Chad to the Atlantic, and from 
the Benué to the Mediterranean. You require but to get better into touch with these men 
to secure that they shall work in conjunction with your traders on the river. They know 
already what is wanted, and how to bring it to you. They require to be taught nothing, 
but only to be assured of the advantages to all concerned, if they will but bring to your 
factories the ivory and ostrich feathers of Bornu, Bagirini, and Wadaig, the gums and 
spices, musk, feathers, and hides of the more fertile parts of the Southern Sahara, the 
gold dust of Timbuctoo, the indigo, cotton, hides, palm-oil, shea-butter, silver, lead, 
ground-nuts, and a host of other things from Sokoto and Gandu. Trade routes ramify 
everywhere throughout the length and breadth of the land, and you have but to lay your 
plans to lead them into your centres of business in the rivers to have your trade 
enormously increased. The fact that at this moment there is an enormous traffic in 
European cloths and hardware right across the dangerous, toilsome Sahara from ‘Tripoli 
shows what can be done by the infinitely cheaper and safer route by the Niger. 

In the matter of transport service this region also holds a unique position, for the 
horse, camel, bullock, and donkey flourish in their thousands. If labourers are wanted 
for any purpose they are to be found here without stint. They do not require to be 
educated to earn their living by the sweat of their brow, for in such a densely-populated 
country the conditions of life are much sterner than in more barbarous lands. In these 
parts there are myriads whose only mode of gaining a livelihood is by working for others 
as labourers. 

To the various products I have already incidentally alluded, but the list. will bear 

recapitulation. Of minerals, gold is found in the western districts, and silver, lead, 
antimony, and copper in the eastern. All these valuable articles are more or less worked 
at present, for the native knows thoroughly their value. Ivory is to be obtained in large 
quantities to the south of the Benué and around Lake Chad. Ostrich feathers even now 
constitute a large trade in the Southern Sahara and north and east of the Chad. In the 
same parts valuable gums, musk, and hides are yielded in profusion. Over the entire 
region enormous quantities of indigo, cotton, shea-butter, palm-oil, ground-nuts, india- 
rubber; and several valuable medicinal plants are produced. Great herds of cattle are 
found everywhere, and the trade in hides should be one of much importance. As 
showing the character of the country, 1t may be mentioned that the Central Soudan 
produces capital wheat, rice, Spanish onions, dates, limes, pomegranates, bananas, and 
numerous other fruits, vegetables, and grains. 
| As I have already remarked, the country is for Africa eminently healthy, more 
especially away from the s on the banks of the river which are annually flooded. 
The air is dry and exhilarating, though the temperature is usually high. The rainfall 
rarely (except in the extreme southern parts) exceeds 50 inches in the year. 
I might detain you for another hour detailing the various promising aspects 
presented by this region, but lest you break out in rebellion against any such infliction 
T shall here draw to a close. Do not forget, however, that this land is now secured to 
you by the establishment of a British Protectorate. It is your business to see that you 
take full advantage of the prospects opened up to you. You would do well to see that 
our Protectorate remains not an idle name, and that our Government speedily takes in 
hand the responsibilities it has assumed as protector, and establishes some governmental 
machinery to regulate the affairs of the Niger. : 


ee nn EERE 
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No. 10. 
Mr. Bolton to Sir P. Anderson.—(Received January 21.) 


Dear Sir Percy Anderson, 13, Long Acre, January 20, 1886. 

THE Rio del Rey was described so long ago as 1698 as a large deep bay running 
north for severa! leagues, and the river proper was said to come from some considerable 
way up country. It was apparently visited by Barbot, an enterprising or adventurous 
trader (see Astley, Vol. III). More recently it is described in like terms as an open, 
large, shallow circular bay, with many streams emptying into it; one larger than the 
rest, 41 miles wide at the entrance, with broad flats on the two points, leaving but a 
narrow channel 22 fathoms deep, rapidly decreasing in breadth as you proceed north- 
ward, Captain Owen visited the coast, and surveyed, and, I think, described this river, 
but, unfortunately, I have not his book here to refer to. 

This river is in some respects similar to, and, I think, may fairly be compared with, 
the Cameroons. The high land, which lies at a distance of about 60 miles from the 
coast, runs in a general north-west to south-east direction, having two outliers in a line 
at right angles with this general direction ; the first, Mount Cameroons, rising toa height 
of 13,760 feet; the second, Fernando Po, rising to 10,700 feet. The Cameroons river 
rises on the edge of the table land to the south-east of the first outlier, and is but an 
insignificant river until it meets the large arm of the sea that bears its name. In like 
manner, it is presumed that the Rio del Rey rises on the edge of the table-land to the 
north-west of the Cameroons Mountain (the first outlier), and just to the south of the 
Qua Mountain runs as an insignificant river for some 30 or 40 miles in a generally 
south-west direction, until it also meets the large arm of the sea that bears its name. 
The Germans have probably been misled by the charts, and, expecting to meet with a 
great river, have lost themselves in the arm of the sea. 

If any considerable river is to be found between the affluents of the Binué and the 
Congo, it must be the upper Old Calabar. Here is one point to which your new Consul’s 
attention should be directed; there is, apparently, no physical obstacle in establishing 
communication between the head waters of the Binué and the northern affluents of the 
Congo ; and, if there is any commercial value in the great northern reach of the new free 
trade area, it will be better, easier, and quicker to tap it by way of the Binué than it will 
by way of the Lower Congo, where conflicting interests will always impede progress. 

Excuse my venturing to enlarge on your inquiry, but I feel a great interest in this. 
question. 

Yours, &c. 
(Signed) JOHN BOLTON. 


No. 11. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Malet. 


(No. 17. Africa.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1886. 

BARON VON PLESSEN called at this Office on the 15th instant, and stated that, 
in the negotiations between Germany and England for the delimitation of the protected 
territories on the Bay of Guinea, the sources of the Rio del Rey were taken as a starting- 
point for the frontier-line. A Report had been received by the German Government. 
from the Imperial Governor at the Cameroons, stating that it appeared doubtful whether 
the Rio del Rey is an independent river, or merely one of the outlets forming the Calabar 
delta. In the latter case there would, he observed, be no source from which to draw the 
line of demarcation, and, consequently, the Imperial Government were anxious to have 
some information as to the exact position of the presumed sources of the Rio del Rey, if 
such particulars were in the possession of Her Majesty’s Government. 

Baron Plessen was informed that the geographical question raised would be 
examined. 

The letter from the Admiralty, of which a copy is inclosed,* refers to the visit of the 
German Governor of the Cameroons to the mouth of the Rio del Rey, which led to his 
furnishing to his Government the Report which gave rise to Baron Plessen’s commu- 
nication. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





® Admiralty, January 12. 
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No. 12. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Sir E. Malet. 


| Foreign Office, January 23, 1886. 
WITH reference to my preceding despatch of this day’s date, | have to inform your 
Excellency that, after the conclusion of the conversation recorded in it, Count Hatzfeldt 
taised the question of the National African Company, and the rights of foreigners under 
the Agreement recorded in the exchange of notes of May last between Earl Granville 
and Count Miinster, and under the 5th chapter of the Act of Berlin, to trade without 
hindrance on the River Niger. He said that a further Report had been received at 
Berlin, stating that a German trader had had every sort of difficulty thrown in his way by 
the agents of the Company, who had even ordered him to leave their stations. 

I said that, as far as I had been able to examine the question, my impression was 
that the German Government were in the right; but that the matter was still under 
discussion between us and the Company, and would be adjusted with as much expedition 
as possible. I noted, however, that as the Company was to be responsible for the police 
of the district, the absolute control of the trade in such articles as spirituous liquors, 
powder, and arms would not be precluded under the Agreement to which he referred. 


lam, &c. 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 


No. 198. Africa.) 


ir, 





No. 13. 
Sir J. Pauncefote to Mr. Goldie-Taubman. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 23, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Marquis of Salisbury to make the following remarks 
on the claim of the National African Company, preferred in your letter of the 
28th ultimo, to the monopoly of the importation of tobacco, salt, and war materials 
into the Niger-Benué districts, or to the exclusive privilege of farming out the trade in 
those articles. * : 

The Memorandum inclosed in your letter is devoted to the discussion of the 
question whether Great Britain is precluded from granting such monopolies by 
the arrangement with Germany recorded in the notes exchanged between Earl 
Granville and Count Miinster in May last, in which assurances were given on both 
sides that there should be no differential treatment of foreigners or foreign goods 
in the territories to which the arrangement applied. ‘The views of the Company 
are developed in two printed arguments, (A) and (B), in the first of which it is 
sought to establish that the reservation of monopolies would not be inconsistent with 
the faithful observance of the International Agreement, while the second deals with the 
limits of territory to which the Agreement applies. 

Taking argument (B) first, in which it is eg at that the arrangement with 
Germany applies only to the coast Protectorates, I am to observe that it would 
be practically impossible for the British Government to apply an exclusive system in 
one portion of the Protectorates which it was debarred from introducing in adjacent 
portions; the commercial system in the whole Protectorate must of necessity be 
uniform. 

Turning, then, to argument (A), by which it is sought to show that the 
enjoyment of monopolies by the Company under these concessions from the native 
Chiefs would not be inconsistent with the stipulation that there should be no 
differential treatment of British and German subjects, I am to state that, in Lord 
Salisbury’s opinion, the existence of such monopolies would be op to the 
letter and spirit of the engagements recorded in the notes of Earl Granville and 
Count Miinster which were laid before Parliament in May last. 

But your letter raises the further question, whether the Company would be fairly 
treated if it were compelled to sacrifice gratuitously important private rights acquired 
at a great cost. 

In order to examine this question, it is necessary to investigate the nature 
of those rights. 

Before the signature of the Protectorate Treaties, the Company had concluded 
a ey number of Agreements with native Chiefs, of which the following is an 
example :— 

{607} F 


is 


“We, the undersigned King and Chiefs of , after many years’ 
experience, fully recognize the benefit accorded to our country and people by 
their intercourse with the National African Company (Limited), and, in recognition 
of this, we now cede the whole of our territory to the National African Company 
(Limited) and their administrators for ever. 

* In consideration of this, the National African Company (Limited) agree— 

“1. The said Company will not interfere with any of the native laws, and will not 
encroach on any private property unless the value is agreed upon by the owner and: the 
said Company. : | 

“2. The said Company will not interfere with any ground now occupied by the 
natives of the country unless agreed to by both sides. 

3. The said Company reserve to themselves the right of excluding foreign 
settlers other than those now settled in the country. 

“4. The said Company agree to respect the rights of native land-owners, and the 
said Company will not take possession of their land without payment for the 
same.” 


These Agreements granted no monopolies of specified articles of trade, but gave to 
the Company the right of excluding foreign settlers. In some of the earlier 
Protectorate Treaties, Consul Hewett, acting on his own responsibility, and being 
unable, from circumstances, to apply for sanction, inserted a stipulation that the 
general freedom of trade was subject to the Company’s previous Agreements. But 
Consul Hewett, in a despatch addressed to Earl Granville on the 15th November, 1884, 
inclosing the Treaties, said that he had informed Mr. McIntosh, the agent of the 
Company, that he “should not support him in some of the privileges he had acquired 
by these Agreements, and he particularly referred to the monopoly of trade and 
expulsion of foreigners.” Mr. McIntosh was therefore fully aware, and through him 
the Company was aware, that it was not the intention of Consul Hewett, in inserting 
the stipulation above mentioned, to admit any such rights; and when Mr. McIntosh, 
in his character of British Vice-Consul, acting as deputy for Consul Hewett in his 
absence, inserted the same stipulation in subsequent Treaties, he, of course, did so with 
full knowledge that no such rights would be recognized by Her Majesty’s Government 
under the British Protectorate. : 

The Company have never suggested for a moment that the Charter for which they 
have applied should recognize the arbitrary power granted to them by the native Chiefs 
of expelling foreign settlers. On the contrary, it has always been understood that the 
Company desired only such fiscal powers as would provide for control and revenue. 
In the paper sent to Lord Granville in May last by Lord Aberdare, copy of which was 
also sent to Lord Salisbury by his Lordship on the Ist July, it is said, “this exclusive 
right to trade ..... our Company are “ep Hg ag to sacrifice in order to obtain 
as an equivalent a system of administration,” &e. ; 

In your letter of the 11th August you said: “ In this scheme” (the draft Charter) 
“the only restrictions preserved are such as would, I believe, commend themselves to 
your Lordship’s judgment. For instance, the right to sell weapons of offence could not 
be intrusted to irresponsible persons,” &e. In your Memorandum of the 11th Sep- 
tember you observed: “I am not advocating any such ee for Great Britain, nor 
suggesting that she should not extend to foreigners in the Niger-Benué territory, so 
long as she thinks fit, the same complete liberty and equality with her own subjects 
which exist in all her other Colonies, but ..... neither life nor property would be 
long secure unless the administrators of the territory were empowered to restrict or 
forbid the sale of certain articles (as, for instance, weapons of offence), and unless Her 
—_ Government were free, without interference from other Powers, to adopt 
such fiscal ee as they might think advisable, and to remove from the territory 
foreigners who should intrigue with the native Chiefs and endanger public peace.” 

Such language can leave no doubt as to the views and expectations of the 
Company, and indeed, in the letters addressed to traders by their own agents, copies of 
which have been furnished to this Office, the following statement appears :— 

“ T am informed that as soon as proper arrangements can be made for settling an 
established form of government, with the necessary judicial Courts, police and 
administrating officers, the country will be thrown freely open to the trade of all other 
nations.” 

I have dwelt at considerable le on this part of the question in order to show 
that Her Majesty’s Government, while aware that the Company expected to be com- 
pensated for the expenses of administration, and to have the power of controlling the 
tirade in such articles as arms or munitions of war, were not prepared to learn that 
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eae ri claimed differential privileges as against other traders for the purposes of 
profit. 


It is proposed that the Company should be invested with all necessary powers to 
raise sufficient revenue to defray the costs of administration, and to control the trade 
in particular articles, but not by means of differential treatment or monopoly. 

Her Sr es Ae Government is restricted in respect of the grant or recognition of 
any monopoly by three considerations :-— ) | 

ee Crown cannot grant any right of monopoly, as such, as against British 
subjects. 

2. As regards the waters of the Niger and its affluents, &. (so far as they may 
be under British sovereignty or protection), Her Majesty’s Government are bound by 
the Berlin Act of the 26th February, 1885, which requires the traffic on those waters 
to be open to all nations alike, subject only to equal duties for services rendered to 
navigation. 

_ 8. The arrangement with Germany precludes Her Majesty’s Government from 
being a party to the levy of any duties on trade, except for the expenses of protec- 
torate, or to any differential treatment of foreigners as to settlement or access to the 
5 dg subject only to “administrative dispositions in the interests of commerce and 

order.” 

That arrangement is founded on ore and is in accordance with the com- 
mercial policy which was applied at Berlin to all that portion of the African continent 
known as the free zone. It has been proclaimed by Ge 
force in her new Protectorates in Zanzibar. 

If, therefore, the administration of the Niger districts is to be confided to the 
Company under the sanction of a Royal Charter, as proposed, it can only be on the 
condition that the commercial policy of this country be carried out, and that its inter- 
national obligations be scrupulously observed. 

I am to inclose the draft of a Charter such as Lord Salisbury would be prepared 
to approve, subject to the concurrence of the Law Officers of the Crown. Every 
effort has been made, in the preparation of that draft, to meet, as far as possible, the 
wishes of the Company, and, before causing it to be submitted to the Law Officers, 
his Lordship desires to be informed whether it meets with the approval and acceptance 
of the Company. 


rmany as being the system in 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No. 14. 


Substance of Report respecting I[il-treatment of M. Thiel by the Agents of the National 
African Compeny on the Niger.—(Communicated by Baron Plessen, January 25, 
1886.) 

ON arrival at Ibi he was ordered to leave, and forbidden also to buy provisions, &c. 

The same thing happened to him when he came to Lokoja, and also at Onitja, at which 

latter place he remonstrated and refused to leave. _ 

On his way back, when (25th October) he again came to Onitja, he was asked by 

Mr. Hill to leave, and various other attempts were also made to induce him to do so; 

and when he came to Lokoja similar attempts were made, attended even by some 

violence, and he was forbidden to enter the place again. 





No. 15. 
The Marquis of Salisbury to Count Hatzfeldt. 


M. Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, January 26, 1886. 
IN compliance with the request made by Baron von Plessen on the 15th instant, I 
have the honour to inclose a Memorandum* showing what is known respecting the Rio del 
Rey to the geographical authorities in this country, who have no doubt that the river 
rises on the western slope of the Cameroon range, and is of a similar character to the 

Cameroon River, which rises on the eastern slope of the same range. 
I have, &c, 
(Signed) SALISBURY. 





* Extract from Mr. Bolton’s letter of January 20 (in form of Memorandum). 
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things from Sokotu and Gando. Trade routes ramify everywhere throughout the 
length and breadth of the land, and you have but to lay your plans to lead them into 
your centres of business in the rivers to have your trade enormously increased. The 
fact that at this moment there is an enormous traffic in European cloths and 
hardware right across the dangerous, toilsome Sahara from Tripoli shows what can 
be done by the infinitely cheaper and safer route by the Niger. 

In the matter of transport service this region also holds a unique position, for the 
horse, camel, bullock, and donkey flourish in their thousands. If labourers are 
wanted for any purpose they are to be found here without stint. They do not require 
to be educated to earn their living by the sweat of their brow, for in such a densely- 
ess country the conditions of life are much sterner than in more barbarous 

ds. In these parts there are myriads whose only mode of gaining a livelihood is by 
working for others as labourers. 

To the various products I have already incidentally alluded, but the list will bear 
recapitulation. Of minerals, gold is found in the western districts, and silver, lead, 
antimony, and copper in the eastern. All these valuable articles are more or less 
worked at present, for the native knows thoroughly their value. Ivory is to be 
obtained in quantities to the south of the Benué and around Lake Chad. Ostrich 
feathers even now constitute a large trade in the Southern Sahara and north and east 
of the Chad. In the same parts valuable gums, musk, and hides are yielded in 
profusion. Over the entire region enormous quantities of indigo, cotton, shea-butter, 
palm-oil, ground-nuts, india-rubber, and several valuable medicinal plants are pro- 
duced. Great herds of cattle are found everywhere, and the trade in hides should be 
one of much importance. As showing the character of the country, it may be 
mentioned that the Central Soudan produces capital wheat, rice, Spanish onions, 
dates, limes, pomegranates, bananas, and numerous other fruits, vegetables, and 


As I have already remarked, the country is for Africa eminently healthy, more 
especially away from the parts on the banks of the river which are annually flooded. 
The air is dry and exhilarating, though the temperature is usually high. The 
rainfall rarely (except in the extreme southern parts) exceeds 50 inches in the year. 

I might detain you for another hour detailing the various promising aspects 
presented by this region, but lest you break out in rebellion against any such infliction 
I shall here draw to a close. Do not forget, however, that this land is now secured to 
you by the establishment of a British Protectorate. It is your business to see that 
you take full advantage of the prospects opened up to you. You would do well to see 
that our Protectorate remains not an idle name, and that our Government speedily 
takes in hand the responsibilities it has assumed as protector, and establishes some 
governmental machinery to regulate the affairs of the Niger. 





No. 20. 


The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir Villiers Lister.—(Recewed January 29.) 


Sir, Admiralty, January 27, 1886. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit, for 
the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, an extract from a letter 
from Commander Oldham, of Her Majesty’s ship “ Racer,” dated at Cape Coast Castle, 
the 26th December last, and copy of a letter from Lieutenant Law, commanding 
Her Majesty’s ship “ Wrangler,” and of its inclosures, respecting the disputes in Opobo 
between Ja Ja and the traders. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 
Neen UE 
Inclosure 1 in No, 20, 
Commander Oldham to Rear-Admiral Sir W.J. H. Grubbe. 
(Extract.) “ Racer,’ at Cape Coast Castle, December 26, 1885. 


ON the 24th December the “ Wrangler” arrived, and I inclose Lieutenant Law’s 
letter of proceedings and inclosures, The disputes in the Opobo River cee Ja Ja, 
07] 3 . 
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Whether these letters led to it or not we cannot say, but after a short time 
Messrs. Miller Brothers and Co. did withdraw from the amalgamation, and, as we think, 
accepted the bribe held out by King Ja Ja. 

As we could not trade with King Ja Ja and his people we thereupon determined to 
find other markets for our goods, and, acting upon Consul White’s letter to King Ja Ja 
of date the 3rd June, 1885, which stated that Her Britannic Majesty’s Government will 
in future allow no monopoly of trade, and engages itself to grant equality of trade to 
Europeans and natives alike, we made an expedition towards the Eboe markets. King 
Ja Ja sent an emissary to watch our proceedings, and at the same time sent us a 
message which we looked upon as a threat and returned. 

Later on we formed another expedition towards the Qua markets, followed again by 
another of Ja Ja’s retainers, who handed us an envelope containing extracts of old 
Treaties, accompanied by a most impudent and insolent letter to Mr. Samuel B, Hall. 
The retainer stayed alongside of us during the whole time we were at the markets, 
obstructing us in every way whilst negotiating with the market people, and telling us 
when spoken to that King Ja Ja had sent him to watch our proceedings. 

The market people received us well, and were very anxious that we should go and 
trade with them, but told us they were afraid of quarrelling with King Ja Ja, and 
emphatically stating that they were not King Ja Ja’s slaves, and that he was no King of 
theirs, and had no authority over them. The natives asked us to come up again in eight 

ys’ time, when they would give us their final answer to our request to go and trade 
with them direct. 

On our return from Qua markets we acknowledged receipt of extracts of Treaties 
sent us by King Ja Ja, and inclosed a copy of Consul White’s letter of date the 3rd June, 
1885, and received in reply King Ja Ja’s letter of date the 30th November, denying Her 
Britannic Majesty’s jurisdiction in this river, accompanied with a threatening message 
not to attempt to find the oil markets which he claimed as his. 

On receipt of this defiant letter a meeting of the Court of Equity was called, and it 
was resolved unanimously (with the exception of Mr. Targuhar’s representative) to cease 
all further communication with King Ja Ja until the arrival of a Representative of Her 
Britannie Majesty. . 

We, the members of this Court, beg to protest in the strongest manner possible 
against the arbitrary manner in which King J a Ja has ruled this river for the last few 
years, his making each incoming agent pay him seven puncheons’ worth of cargo before 
allowing any of his people to trade with them, by stopping individual agents’ trade to 
force up prices, and his endeavouring to prevent agents coming into river who were in 
any way opposed to his extortions, and also the general baneful influence he exercises on 
trade by coercing his Chiefs and people to follow him in his arbitrary actions to such an 
extent that free trade is an utter impossibility, whereby no profitable business can be 
conducted in river, and this more especially in the face of our having the last few years 
paid him (King Ja Ja) 5 per cent. extra on all his trade to protect our interests. 

We would draw your attention to the large amount of money lying idle and useless 
in the river, amounting in the aggregate to over 100,000/., and would ask you whether or 
not we must submit to King Ja Ja’s dictation, or whether we are at liberty to find 
markets for our goods up the river, more especially as King Ja Ja takes advantage of our 
markets being open to him, and, in the event of our proceeding up the river, whether Her 
Britannic Majesty’s Government will protect us from all molestation by King Ja Ja, and, 
in fact, wish to know whether the engagements entered into by Her Britannic Majesty at 
the Berlin Conference hold good to British subjects as well as the subjects of foreign 

owers. “A 

At all meetings held by us we have tried conciliatory measures with King Ja Ja, but 
with no effect, as they have been met by King Ja Ja with nothing but evasive answers 
and personal abuse, and at the last of our meetings he went so far as to say that our 
Queen was a thief by obtaining a Protectorate of this tiver by false pretences, and on the 
day of sending his letter, dated the 30th N ovember, informed Mr. Mitchell by his 
messenger that, should Her Britannic Majesty’s Government allow us to proceed up the 
tiver, he (King Ja Ja) would return all Treaties to Her Britannic Majesty. 

a | (Signed) FRED, D. MITCHELL. 
THOS. WRIGHT. 
ROBERT FOSTER. 
SAML. B. TALL. 
A. E. BRUMSCHWERTER. 
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Then the other four honses at Opobo found themselves entirely deprived of trade in 
Ja-ja’s country, so, as they were placed in a serious position, they resolved to go to the 


markets of the interior, whither they were cordially invited by tribes independent of 


Ja Ja’s rule. 

Hitherto, the Chief of Opobo had not acted illegally in the arbitrary bestowal of 
his commerce, but when he learned that the other traders were proceeding to the 
markets beyond his territory, he took what the merchants maintain to bea distinetly 
unjustifiable step, and one opposed to the letter and spirit of his Agreements with Her 
Majesty’s Government. He forbade the merchants to proceed to the interior, and, when 
i Agree threatened them with an armed force, and in face of this they returned to 

pobo. 

Since that time they have been unable to trade, and now even their mail communi- 
cations with Bonny through the creeks is opposed by Ja-ja. He allows the letters of 
Messrs. Miller’s agent to proceed, but when the four other traders attempted to send 
theirs the Kru-boys carrying them were stopped and flogged, and when the white men 
proceeded to escort them, they were turned back by a force of four hundred men armed 
with guns. 

Ja-ja’s personal behaviour towards the traders with whom he has quarrelled is 
described as most insulting and threatening, and he has further, so the traders report, 
referred to Her Majesty the Queen in a most unbecoming manner in public assemblies, 
besides boasting that Her Majesty’s Government is “no fit to touch him.” 

Not content with disturbing trade in Opobo and its vicinity, Ja Ja has also been 
actively fomenting trouble in other directions. He has stirred up strife in Bonny 
between Oko Jumbo and Warebo, and these two factions were on the brink of civil war 
a little while ago, and are only observing a doubtful truce at the present moment. 

The Chief of New Calabar, who was beginning to allow white men to proceed through 
his territories to the markets of the interior, has further been snc by Ja Ja that 
such transit must no longer be permitted. In short, Ja Ja has identified himself with 
that curse of Western Africa, the middlemen, and is resolved to prevent any intercom- 
munication between the white traders on the coast and the industrious thrifty tribes of 
the interior. 

I venture, with all due deference, to suggest to your Lordship that the most effectual 
aid to peace and commerce in the British Protectorate of the Oil Rivers would be 
administered by the humiliation or banishment of Ja Ja. It would be a fatal blow dealt 
at the assumptions of the middlemen, and it would necessitate no other display of force 
than the action of a gun-boat. 

The traders here are of opinion that with the fall of Ja Ja all serious opposition on 


the part of the middlemen would cease, and direct communication with the markets of 


the interior become feasible. Not only would the increase in trade be enormous and 
unchecked, but in many minor points the condition of the coast traders would be 
benefited. At present they have to depend almost entirely for their subsistence on the 
supplies brought by the steamers, for no live-stock or food-stuffs are to be purchased 
from their immediate neighbours, the middlemen, who are too lazy to turn to agriculture 
or stock-rearing. But in the twelve hours distant interior is a magnificent healthy 


country teeming with crops and cattle, access to which, however, is forbidden by the © 


middlemen. Actually, there is a district no farther than 20 miles inland from 
Bonny, wherein fine fat oxen abound, but their transport to Bonny (where the traders 
have to live on tinned provisions) is forbidden by the middlemen for no more valid reason 
than that it offends their fetish ! 

Whatever form of administration may be ultimately adopted by Her Majesty’s 


Government with regard to the Oil Rivers’ district, I am convinced that few countries in — 


Africa of equal extent may be so easily and economically governed. A force of 


100 armed Housas and one gun-boat stationed on the coast would be amply sufficient to 
keep the boldest Chief in awe, and the “comey,” and taxes, and presents now paid to 
middlemen might be diverted to meet the cost of this police force. 

The extension of trade caused by freedom of intercourse between the coast and the 
rich interior would be enormous. The lands behind the mangrove swamps are the most 
productive and richly endowed of any part of Africa; they are inhabite by peaceable, 
industrious, thrifty people; and the facilities for intereommunication and transport 
afforded by their vast network of natural canals are without a parallel elsewhere. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 
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No. 34. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Mr. Goldie-Taubman. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 2, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to forward to you a copy of the draft Charter 
in the form in which it has been finally approved, after consideration of the points urged 
in your letter of the 9th ultimo. 

You will see that the 14th Article has been so far modified that, while retaining the 
prohibitions against monopolies, it permits of the levying of duties, with the sanction of 
the Secretary of State, for the repayment of expenses connected with the acquisition of 
Treaty rights. 

A further clause has been added to the Article providing for the submission of 
the revenue accounts to the Secretary of State in such manner as to secure efficient 
control over them. 

In other respects the draft does not differ from that which has been already 
communicated to you. 

Lord Rosebery will be glad to learn, as soon as possible, whether the Directors 
approve the draft Charter in its present form. 


Iam, &c. 

(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
ee EL EEEEEEEEEE 
No. 35. 

Sir Villiers Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, March 2, 1886. 

1 AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you copy of a despatch from 
Mr. Johnston, one of the Vice-Consuls on the Oil Rivers, respecting the recent 
proceedings of Ja Ja, the Chief of Opobo.* 

The information given in the despatch has been confirmed by statements made by 
the principal British traders. It shows that Ja Ja is determined to use his exceptional 
power and influence among the native tribes to op the extension of European 
trade, and to keep traders within such limits as the middlemen of the coast may choose 
to impose. 

Apne probable that, in pursuing this object, he is acting in such a manner as will 
make the exercise of the British Protectorate difficult unless he is sharply dealt with. 
Consul Hewett, who has by this time reached the coast, will, no doubt, send shortly full 
reports ; but I am to suggest that, in view of the action which may have to be taken, 
it would be advisable that the Commander-in-chief on the station should be fully 
acquainted with the reports which have been sent to Her Majesty’s Government. 


am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 36. 
Mr. Goldie-Taubman to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 6.) 


The National African Company (Limited), 
My Lord, 34 to 40, Ludgate Hill, March 4, 1886. 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of Sir T. V. Lister’s letter of the 
2nd instant, inclosing a copy of the draft Charter as finally approved by Her Majesty's 
Government, with provisions made for the points urged in my letter of the 9th ultimo. 

I have to sl your Lordship that the Directors accept the draft Charter in 
its present form with gratitude, and with the firm conviction that it will operate to the 
advantage of the peoples of Central Africa, of civilization, and of the Empire. 

_ The Directors er understand that it is desired that the sum of 300,000/. 
(referred to in my letter of the 9th ultimo) shall be reduced to 250,000/., so as,even 
allowing for the sinking fund to extinguish it in twenty years, not to exceed a charge of 
20,0001. per annum, or about one-fourth of the estimated total annual revenue that will 


* No. 27. 
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contract, appeal to yor to delay for a while your projects of settling in this country, and 
to abstain from establishing yourself here until further orders.” ' 


This was the form in which last March (1885) the Company instructed all its district 


agents to write to M. Flegel, in view of its knowledge that he had left Germany for the 


purpose of intriguing to set aside the Company’s ties, on which rest Her Majesty’s 

powers in those regions. This letter was in the hands of Her Majesty’s Government some 

crane ago, and was quoted with apparent approval in Lord Salisbury’s letter of the 23rd 
anuary, 1886. 

Your Lordship refers to the Agreement between Germany and Great Britain. This 
only became known to the Company in December last, and I would further venture to 
point out that it only applies to German and British Protectorates. Now, M. Flegel was 
refused permission to reside in Bakundi because even so late as the 18th November, 1885, 
he persisted in denying that the British Protectorate extended over that country. If he 
was right, it would appear that the Agreement between Germany and Great Britain does 
not apply there, so that the King of Bakundi was at liberty to refuse him residence ; and 
if, on the other hand, he was wrong, he was liable, as in any civilized country, 
to expulsion for refusing to recognize the British rights, which have been for eighteen 
months exercised in the Protectorates of the Niger-Benué with the knowledge and tacit 
assent of Her Majesty’s Government. 

M. Flegel’s assertion that the King of Bakundi was in favour of his being allowed 
to remain is absulutely inconsistent, not only. with the statements of our agents, but with 
the incontestable fact that in this outlying region of Central Africa the Company, with its 
present insufficient police force, dispersed over vast regions, could not carry out a policy 
in opposition to the wishes of King Burba. In fact, the whole position of the Company 
on the Niger and Benué has rested, and has succeeded through resting, on the good-will 
of the native Rulers and populations instead of on force. 

I have to point out once more that immense dangers and difficulties have arisen fro 
the eighteen months’ delay in settling the effective administration of the Niger-Benué, 
and these have been greatly increased during the last twelve months by the persistent 
and unfriendly intrigues of M. Flegel. This gentleman, immediately after making his 
first voyage in 1879 up the Niger-Benué as a subordinate employé on the English 
missionary steamer the “ Bean Waar commenced making short explorations into the 
interior, in which he depended entirely on the National African Company, using their 
steamers, launches, supplies, &c., and taking eee of the protection afforded by the 
Company in the Niger-Benué regions. After an unfortunate and unseemly brawl with 
one of the Company’s subordinate officials, he passed over into the interests of the rival 
French Company, and has perhaps naturally retained a feeling of hostility towards the 
National African Company, to whom he owed all that he had done; so that when the 
latter absorbed the French Company in 1884, he returned to Europe, and last year took 
out for the first time a small steam-launch, in which he has moved about incessantly, 
intriguing against the Company’s Treaties under the cloak of a scientific mission. I 
venture to submit that, if a suggestion of last year bad been carried out, and the 
National African Company had sent corresponding emissaries to influence the native 
Chiefs and peoples in the vast and scarcely consolidated Central African territories of the 
German East African Company, the German Government would have, and rightly, 
justified the exclusion, and by force if necessary, of such emissaries, notwithstanding those 


territories fall within the international free zone of the Congo, from which régime the . 


basin of the Niger was carefully excluded at the Berlin Conference. - 

The Directors ventured twelve months ago to call the attention of her Majesty’s 
Government to the serious ‘dangers of having even then so long left the Niger without 
any administration or adequate police force ; and since that time, at frequent interviews 
and by incessant and yolumincus correspondence, they have pointed out and dwelt upon 
the constantly growing difficulties of the position. ‘The Company’s action during that 
long interregnum has been governed solely by the duty of maintaining, at immense cost 


and difficulty in those Central African regions, that system of peace and civilization 


which over twenty years of struggle had built up; and the record of their ae 
sufficient guarantee that they have not acted in a high-handed manner as the 
Government has been led to believe. 

_ [beg to subjoin a paragraph from the last Report but one of the Directors to the 
shareholders, which deals specially with this question. 

“The Directors, having necessarily alluded in this Report to the rival houses who 
have now retired from the Niger-Benué, cannot refrain from referring to the excellent 
nelation’ between them and the Company. Notwithstanding the differences of ee 
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which often cause misapprehensions, and notwithstanding the injurious results of severe 
competition, little calculated to call forth amicable feelings, repeated letters have been 
received expressing satisfaction with the equitable conduct of the Company. This 
is especially a subject for congratulation as tending to prove that the Company have not, 
even under the temptation of a severe commercial struggle, used in the slightest 
degree unfairly the political supremacy which they have so long exercised in the Niger- 
Benué. 
I have 


, &e. 
(Signed) G. D. GOLDIE-TAUBMAN, Vice-Chairman. 





No. 39. 
Sir J. Pauncefote to the Law Officers of the Crown and Sir J. Deane. 


Gentlemen, Foreign Office, March 13, 1886. 

I HAVE the honour, by direction of the Earl of Rosebery, to transmit to you the 
accompanying draft of a Royal Charter, by which it is proposed to confer on the National 
African Company (Limited) authority to undertake the administration of certain 
territories in the districts of the Lower Niger and the Benue in West Africa, under 

wers vested in them by the native Chiefs, and under the supervision and control of 

er Majesty's Government. The draft Charter has been settled by Mr. R. 8. Wright, 
and it follows generally the precedent of the North Borneo Charter, of which a copy is 
annexed. 

Article 14 has been inserted to carry out the arrangements between the British and 
German Governments contained in the correspondence laid before Parliament in June 
last (“ Africa No. 6, 1885,’ No. 1). 

It is intended that the Judicial Administration should be carried on under the 
“ West Africa Order, 1885,” and, therefore, by officers holding direct authority from the 
Crown. On this point I am to refer you to the obligations undertaken by Her Majesty’s 
Government under Article 30 of the General Act of the Berlin Conference, and to the 
draft of a Supplemental Order in Council which has been prepared by Mr. Wright to 
enable the judicial authorities in the Niger districts to carry them out. 

It is of importance from the political point of view that the Charter should now be 
issued with the least possible delay, and it has already been submitted to and approved 
by the Lord Chancellor; but before taking the further steps requisite, Lord Rosebery 
would be glad to be informed whether it also meets with your approval. 

The various papers referred to are herewith inclosed. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 


List of Papers. 
Draft Charter, Order in Council, Parliamentary Paper, Berlin Act, and North Borneo Charter. 





No. 40. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Mr. Goldie-Taubman. 

Sir, Foreign Office, March 13, 1886. 
I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 4th instant, stating that the Directors of the National African Company would be 
prepared to accept a Charter framed in accordance with the draft sent to you on the 2nd 
instant. 
With to the remarks contained in the 3rd paragraph of your letter, I am to 
observe that his Lordship is not aware that any understanding exists as to the amount of 
revenue which should be raised under the provisions of the 14th Article. That is a 

uestion which must, of necessity, be reserved for the consideration of the Secretary of 
State at a future date, and which it would be premature to discuss at present. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
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' No. 41, 
Vice-Consul Johnston to the Marquis of Salisbury.—{Received March 15.) 


; Mendolé Island, Ambas Bay, February 2, 1886. 
SINCE my arrival at Mondolé I have had opportuuities of visiting almost the entire 
extent of the British possession of Victoria, Ambas Bay, from Bota on the west to 
Man-of-War Bay on the east, and I venture to send to your Lordship the results of my 
observations and inquiries. 

The territory comprised within the above-mentioned limits, together with the 
Islands of Mondolé, Ndami, and the Pilot rocks practically includes the whole of Ambas 
Bay within the British territory of Victoria. If it be contended that the Cameroons 
district is the most desirable portion of the West African Littoral, then I would also 
maintain that Ambas Bay is the most valuable part of the Cameroons. 

The safe anchorage, the secure landing-places, the streams of pure water, the 

ificent forests of valuable timber, the rich fisheries, the fertile soil, the breezy 
climate, and the industrious and pacific population are palpable advantages certainly not 
possessed in combination by any other section of the adjoining territory. 

I might remind your Lordship that I am not entirely a stranger to this country. [ 
paid a passing visit to Victoria and the Cameroons in the year 1882 when on my way to 
the River Congo. The impression then made on me by the characteristics of Ambas Bay 
was a favourable one, and this impression has been decidedly strengthened by my second 
and more careful inspection. If I might be permitted an expression of personal opinion 
on the subject, I should certainly deprecate the abandonment by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment of a territory so favoured by nature and so conveniently situated as a future coaling 
station and place of call for ships of war; for no place in British possession, offering 
ck eee ig exists on the African coast between Sierra Leone and the Cape of 

ope. | 

I am aware that Her Majesty’s Government, in the agreement made with the 
German Government respecting the boundaries of British and German possessions in 
West Africa, mentioned the probability of British sovereignty- being withdrawn from 
Ambas Bay in the event of the Settlements of the Baptist Missionary Society being 
purchased by the German Government or by German subjects; but inasmuch as up to the 

resent time all the proposals of the Baptist Mission for the sale of their property have 
n declined, no matter how low the terms offered, it seems to me that Her Majesty’s 
Government are absolved from any promise in the matter, and have regained their liberty 
of action. Certainly I cannot repress the thought that, if the German Government cannot 
afford the very modest sum needed for the purchase of this rich and favoured territory, 
they can scarcely offer any logical objection to its definite occupation and utilization by 
the British. Indeed, so far as I can judge, the local German authorities in the 
Cameroons seem to regard with an mapas almost approaching favour the continuance 
of British authority in Ambas Bay. I am glad to be able to report that, at the present 
time, the tone of their relaticns with the little Settlement of Victoria is most satisfactory. 
The Germans have, even under rather trying circumstances, when encroachments would 
have been easy to effect, loyally respected the frontier. Of course, the German merchants 
would decidedly prefer that Victoria should continue British, but then that is chiefly 
because they are able to trade there at present without paying the import and export 
duties, which are levied in German territory. 

The people of Bota, of Mondolé, of Victoria, and Bonjongo (the four principal centres 
of population in this territory) are feverishly anxious to remain under the British Crown. 
As soon as I had arrived at Mondolé they assailed me with inquiries as to the decision of 
the British Government. As I was without instructions, I could give them no reply, 
fearing to compromise in any way the orders I might ultimately receive from your 
Lordship; but I promised to transmit an expression of their earnest desire to remain 
British subjects. 

I have carefully guarded myself from expressing any opinion as to the ultimate 
decision of Her Majesty’s Government, but should it be unfavourable to the retention 
of Ambas Bay, it would, I feel, be as well to make it known as soon and as decidedly as 
possible to the Victorians, so that they may cease to nourish false hopes as to their 
political future. If, on the other hand, Her Majesty’s Government should come to the 
conclusion that British sovereignty is to be maintained in Ambas Bay, then I would ask 
to be empowered to settle various questions connected with the proper administration of 
the territory. 
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No. 45. 
Mr. Baynes to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received March 17.) j 


Baptist Missionary Society, Baptist Mission House, 
My Lord, 19, Furnival Street, Hoiborn, March 17, 1886. 

I AM desired by the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to refer to the 
despatch of the Marquis of Salisbury, dated Foreign Office, 31st December, in which 
Lord Salisbury states that his Lordship had been advised by the responsible Law Officers 
of the Crown that the facts with regard to the attack of the German forces in December 
1884, at Hickory Town, Cameroons, on the West Coast of Africa, and the consequent 
losses sustained by the Baptist Missionary Society by the destruction of their mission 
premises, were not such as to warrant Her Majesty’s Government in applying to the 
German Government for compensation, as the facts did not give, in the judgment of the 
=e Officers of the Crown, a legal claim to such compensation according to international 

w. 
The Committee of the Missionary Society, having taken counsel’s opinion on this 
matter, and having been advised by counsel that they had a good legal claim, instructed 
me to make the communication to Lord Salisbury which I did in my letter dated 
23rd December. The judgment of the Law Officers of the Crown, however, being 
adverse to the claim of the Society, I am desired by the Committee to request the good 
offices of Her Majesty’s Government in connection with the presentation of a Memorial 
to the German Government, in pursuance of the terms of Lord Salisbury’s letter dated 
Foreign Office, 5th October, in which his Lordship says that, should the Baptist 
Missionary Society be disposed to address a Petition to the German Government for relief 
his Lordship would be happy to cause it to be transmitted through the Embassy at Berlin, fo, 
the favourable consideration of the German Government. I am directed, therefore, by 
the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to forward to your Lordship, with this 
letter, a Memorial addressed to the German Government, and to ask for the good offices 
of Her Majesty’s Government for its presentation through the Embassy at Berlin. 

If Her Majesty’s Government, in forwarding this Memorial, can at the same time 
urge its favourable reception by the German Government, the Committee of the Baptist 
Missionary Society will feel deeply grateful. The Society has sustained very heavy losses 
in consequence of the action of the German forces in December 1884, the total of which 
far exceeds the sum mentioned in the inclosed Memorial. 

Trusting that your Lordship will feel inclined to give this matter your favourable 
consideration, I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED HENRY BAYNES, General Secretary. 





Inclosure in No. 43. 
Memorial. 
To His Highness the Chancellor of the Imperial German Empire. 


The humble Memorial of the Baptist Missionary Society of England and Wales, 
whose office is at No. 19, Furnival Street, London, 


Sheweth : 

THE Baptist Missionary Society was established for the purpose of commencing and 
carrying on Protestant Missions to the heathen world. The funds necessary are raised 
by voluntary contributions in Great Britain, 

In the year 1858 the Society, through the Rey. Dr. Prince and others, their 
missionary agents on the West Coast of Africa, purchased from the native owners 
a parcel of ground on the banks of the Cameroons River in Western Africa, and the same 
was duly conveyed to the Society by deed dated the 22nd November, 1843. 

The Society occupied the land as a mission station, and from time to time erected 
and equipped thereon for the purpose of the Mission a chapel, school-room, mission-house, 
kitchen, and outbuildings, situate at Hickory Town, or Mortonville, on the Cameroons 
River. 

In the year 1884 the German Government acquired the rights of King Bell 
to a territory on the Cameroons River, including, as was alleged, the sovereignty of 
Mortonville aforesaid, 
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The sovereignty of the said Settlement and the contiguous territory was, however, 
claimed by Green Joss, a native Chief in opposition to King Bell, and the transfer by 
King Bell to the German authorities was disputed by the latter and the people under him. 
King Bell’s people commenced hostilities against Joss’ people, and lives were lost. 

In July 1884 the German flag was hoisted on the Cameroons River, and on the 
19th December, 1884, German forces were sent up the river to enforce the rights of the 
Germans as purchasers from King Bell, and under cover of the German forces Kin 
Bell’s people set fire to Hickory Town (or Mortonville), whereupon the male inhabitants 
fled to the bush, while the women and children took refuge in the mission-house. As the 
town was being fired the English Baptist missionary, Mr. Samuel Silvey, in charge under 
ie memorialists, represented to King Bell and the German Commander that if certain 

ouses in close proximity to the mission buildings were set on fire the mission buildings 
would certainly ie destroyed, and received their promise that these houses should not be 
fired. Nevertheless, almost immediately after the assurance had been given, these houses 
were set on fire by persons acting under the authority of the German Commander, and 
the flames mae f ein them to the mission buildings, which were entirely consumed, 
leavings only the bare walls of the buildings. 

The damage so done is estimated at 1,120/. 

Your memorialists beg to observe that all their agents were strictly neutral in the 
said contention, and the German forces took possession of Hickory Town, and it now 
constitutes of the German territory on the Cameroons River. 

A full detail of the transaction in question was given in a letter written by Mr. Silvey, 
the resident English missionary, bearing date the 24th December, 1884, addressed to the 
Secretary of the Society in London, from which we beg to quote the following extract :— 

“ Many of the Chiefs are annoyed and vexed with King Bell for signing the Treaty 
with the Germans. The feeling against King Bell grew so strong that he and all 
his people were obliged to leave Bell Town, and for the last five or six weeks they have 
been hiding in the Mungo creek. A petty warfare has been going on for some weeks 
between King Bell and Joss and Hickory Towns. About the 14th December King Bell’s 
people caught a Hickory Town man and put him to death. 

“This so annoyed the Hickory Town le that, on the 16th December, they came 
and burned down King Bell's house and town. It had been deserted some weeks 
previously. On Friday, the 19th December, two German men-of-war arrived at the mouth 
of the river. On Saturday (20th), about 10 a.m., 1 saw two small steamers, the ‘ Fan’ 
and the ‘ Dualla,’ towing up about a dozen boats filled with German soldiers. Without 
the slightest warning or notice they steamed straight to Hickory Town, firing upon and 
destroying two small fishing-canoes on the way, and killing the poor men in them, 
who had done nothing wrong and were perfecily harmless. The Hickory people saw the 
Germans coming up the river. The men took their guns and ran into the bush behind 
the town. The women and children belonging to the mission took refuge in our mission- 
house. As soon as I saw what was going on, I went immediately in the mission-boat up 
to Hickory and stayed there all day. Soon after the German soldiers landed, King Bell’s 

ople arrived and began to plunder the town. The peor people in their haste and fright 
eft everything behind them. Bell’s people seized the goods, furniture, and everything 
valuable, and even carried off the goats and fowls; they then set fire to the whole of the 
town. When J arrived at Hickory Town | told the mission people to bring everything 
they could carry into the mission-house and sit down quietly. I then shut the doors, and 
with the aid of a German soldier (granted to me by the Commander), I managed 
to keep the Bell Town people outside the mission-house. I am glad to say we managed 
to save the property and the lives of about fifty of our mission people. When they 
began to burn the houses round the mission buildings, I went to the German Commander 
and King Bell and pointed out that if these houses were fired nothing could save the 
mission property. ‘They both promised me most deliberately that the houses should not 
be fired, but in a few minutes they had set them on fire. Mr. Fuller’s beautiful little 
chapel soon took fire, then the school-house, then the kitchen, and outbuildings of 
the Mission. The only thing that saved to some extent the mission-house was its iron 
roof. It did take fire in two places, but we managed to putit out. There is now nothing 
but the bare brick walls of the chapel and school standing, and no house but the mission- 
house for miles on either side.” 

Your memorialists were led to believe, from the friendly communications which 

d at the time between the German authorities on the spot and the British Consul- 
General, that the Society would be indemnified for the losses they had sustamed under 
the circumstances above narrated, but up to the present time they have received 
no compensation. They trust that, in view of the character of the Society, and of its 
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beneficent aims, and of the permanent good which its establishment in those regions has 
effected, the Imperial German Government will not apply to their case the hard rules of 
war, but will, in its usual spirit of magnanimity, extend to the Society that generous 
relief from the grievous losses it has sustained while in the prosecution of its holy 
ministrations, which is prayed for in this Memorial. 

And your memorialists, &c. 

By order of the Committee, 
(Signed) ALFRED HENRY BAYNES, General Secretary. 
Baptist Mission House, Furnival Street, Holborn, 
London, March 1886. 





No. 44. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. ‘ 
ey 84. Africa.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 23, 1886. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 70, Africa, of the 6th instant,* I transmit 
herewith a copy of the reply which I have received from the National African Company 
to the complaints made by Dr. Flegel against their agents.+ 
It is not desired that your Excellency should make any communication to the 
German Government on this subject, but you will be able to use the information which it 
contains in case Count Bismarck refers to the matter in conversation. 


I am, &e. | 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 45. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. 
os 0. 93. Africa.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 26, 1886. 

IN the course of conversation on the 17th instant the German Ambassador alluded 
to the claim of Messrs. Gaiser, of Hamburgh, and said that his Government could not con- 
sider that the action of Her Majesty’s Government, as stated in the note which formed 
an inclosure in my despatch to your Excellency No. 39, Africa, of the 17th ultimo, was 
justified by the circumstances of the case. 

His Excellency observed that, in the negotiations which took place at the commence- 
ment of March of last year between the two Governments, the indemnification of the 
firm G. L. Gaiser, of Hamburgh, was the one sole condition demanded by the Imperial 
Government for the acceptance of the offer then made by Lord Granville, and was the 
subject of special discussion. 

In the subsequent negotiations between the Imperial Commissioner, Dr. Krauel, and 
Sir P. Anderson, Gaiser’s claim was expressly reserved. 

In the Treaty with King Amapety Her Majesty’s Government, his Excellency con- 
tended, had recognized that the firm of Gaiser had obtained rights of sovereignty on the 
Mahin Beach. ; 

I have to request your Excellency to inform Count Bismarck that Her Majesty’s 
Government cannot concur in this view. 

Earl Granville informed Count Minster, in reply to the communication made by his 
Excellency on the 10th March, that Her Majesty’s Government would repay the expenses 
incurred by Messrs. Gaiser in the acquisition of Mahin Beach on condition that the 
German Government would take the same course as regards British acquisitions in the 
Cameroons. His Lordship observed that the amounts to be paid would be small, and 
might, in case of difference, be settled by a Commission. 

In the Memorandum of Agreement sent to Count Miinster on the 20th March a 
clause to this effect was inserted, but in the subsequent negotiations it was decided to 
abandon it, and the clause was struck out, 

Her Majesty’s Government have paid the Cameroons claim, and they are clearly of 
opinion that they have no liability as to the Gaiser claim. 


Tam, &e, 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 


ae. eat + No. 38, 
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No. 46. 
The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet: 
on 94. Africa.) 


ir, _ Foreign Office, March 26, 1886. 

WITH reference to the Marquis of Salisbury’s despatch No. 379, Africa, of the 23rd 
November last, I now transmit a Memorial addressed to Prince Bismarck by the Baptist 
Missionary Society relative to the losses which they allege that they sustained in the 
Cameroons in 1884 through the attack of the German forces on Hickory Town ;* and I 
have to request your Excellency to communicate it unofficially to Count Bismarck, in the 
same manner and with the same unofficial recommendation as in the case of Messrs. Lucas’ 
Petition. 

Your Excellency might draw Count Bismarck’s attention to the terms in which the 
prayer of the memorialists is couched in the last paragraph, as founding their claims on 
wider general grounds than if the Society were merely a Se 


am, &c. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 47. 
The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. 


ee 96. Africa.) 
ir, Foreign Office, March 29, 1886. 

IN an interview which I had with Count Hatzfeldt on the 17th instant his 
Excellency informed me that it appeared from a report which had been received from 
the Imperial Governor in the Cameroons, dated the 22nd October last, and which related 
to the chastisement of the inhabitants of Victoria for an attack upon ‘the village of 
Batoki, that the Governor had in no way exceeded his authority, but, on the contrary, had 
carefully refrained from any infringement of British sovereign rights over Victoria. 

The punishment of the offenders by a fine, his Excellency said, had not been imposed 
by the Imperial Governor, but by the competent Court of Equity in Victoria. 

With regard to the transactions for the acquirement of the Baptist Mission in Ambas 
Bay, his Excellency observed that the British Government was informed of their position 
by a note verbale from the Imperial Government, dated Berlin, the 10th December last. 
The Report therein mentioned of the delegates of the Basle Missionary Society sent to 
the Cameroons had not yet come to hand. The Imperial Governor had, however, been 
instructed on the 21st December last to send to Berlin information as to the result of the 
investigations of the German missionaries as quickly as possible; and the Imperial 
Government hoped, therefore, to be able to submit definite proposals very shortly. 

His Excellency added that the Imperial Government would be prepared at once to 
undertake the administration of Ambas Bay provisionally, and that, according to advices 
Jately received, they believed that both the English missionaries and the inhabitants of 
SS ombi would welcome with satisfaction the immediate proclamation of the German 

rotectorate. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 48. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Sir R. Herbert. 


Foreign Office, March 29, 1886. 
WITH reference io your letter of the 17th ultimo, and previous correspondence 
respecting a fine rae Sa to have been imposed by the Governor of the Cameroons on 
British natives of Victoria, Ambas Bay, I am directed by the Earl of Rosebery to 
transmit, for the information of the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copy of a 
despatch which his Lordship has addressed to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin 
recording statements made to his Lordship on the subject by Count Hatzfeldt, together 


* Inclosure in No. 43. 


Sir, 
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with observations made by his Excellency relative to the transfer to the German 
Protectorate of the British possessions at Ambas Bay.* 

I am to request that you will inform Earl Granville that Lord Rosebery proposes to 
instruct Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul for the Cameroons district to report what are the 
actual facts as regards the fine, and to inform Count Hatzfeldt that further inquiry will 
be made on the subject. 

His Lordshi ae proposes to inform his Se aonee ae that Her Majesty’s Government 
must maintain their possessions at Ambas Bay until the conditions of the cession have 
been fulfilled. 

I am further to inclose, for the information of the Secretary of State, copy of 
a despatch to Sir E. Malet recording a ee conversation with Count Hatzfeldt ;+ and 
I am to state that, in accgrdance with the promise given to his Excellency, a copy 
a Captain Musgrave’s Report was forwarded to him for the information of his 

vernment. 


T am, &c. | 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 49. 
Sir J. Pauncefote to Sir R. Herbert. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 1, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you the draft of the 
Charter which it is proposed to give to the National African Company, by which the 
rarer ogg are defined under which the Company will administer the Niger-Benué 

istrict. 

The draft has been approved by the Lord Chancellor and by the Law Officers. 

Lord Rosebery is anxious to take as soon as possible the requisite steps for gee] ' 
the Charter, but before submitting it to the Privy Council, his Lordship would be g 
to learn whether Earl Granville approves it. 

I am to add that his Lordship would be sige to be favoured with an early reply. 


am, &e. 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 





No, 50. 
Sir E. Malet to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received April 5.) 


(No. 36. Africa.) 
My Lord, : Berlin, April 3, 1886. 

WITH reference to your Lordship’s ‘despatch No. 94 of the 26th ultimo, 
instructing me to present unofficially to Count Bismarck a Memorial addressed to 
Prince Bismarck by the Baptist Missionary Society relative to the losses which they 
allege that they have sustained in the Cameroons in 1884, I have the honour to inform 
your Lordship that I endeavoured to execute your Lordship’s instructions to-day, but 
that Count Bismarck absolutely refused to receive the document. He urged that it 
was not possible for me to give it him privately, that the fact of its passing from my 
hands to his invested the communication with an official character, however much in 
words I might insist on its being a private transaction, and he said that it was useless 
for him to accept it, as there was not the slightest chance of the Petition of the 
Society being listened to. 

I read out to his Excellency the concluding part of the Memorial, and pointed out 
that the Society merely appealed to the generosity of the German Government, not to 
any alleged rights, and I reminded him that he had received the Petition of Messrs. 
Lucas, which I liad presented to him in the same private and unofficial manner. 

- Count Bismarck said he could only receive the document if I sent it in an official 
note, which would, of course, receive an official answer. 


* No. 47. + No. 21. 
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I replied that your Lordship had no intention to submit the Memorial officially, 
and that I could not send it in that way, but I contended that I could perfectly give it 
to him privately, and that it seemed to me eed aster that he should refuse to acce 
it when so offered ; and, on my urging the matter with some warmth, he said he would 
refer the matter to the Chancellor, and would accept it with much pleasure at our next 
interview if the Chancellor gave his consent. 

The question of the responsibility of the German Government for damage done at 
Hickory Town has always given special umbrage to Prince Bismarck, and I fear that 
there is not the slightest hope that the Petition of the Baptist Missionary Society will 
be granted, even if it be ultimately received, which I do not expect. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 





No. 51. 
Mr. Meade to Sir Villiers Lister. —(Received April 10.) 


Sir, Downing Street, April 9, 1886. 

IN reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo, I am directed by Earl Granville 
to request you to inform the Earl of Rosebery that he concurs in the proposal to 
instruct Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul for the Cameroons district to report what are the 
actual facts as regards the infliction of a fine by the Germans on the British Settle- 
ment at Victoria, Ambas Bay, and in the proposed communication to the German 
Ambassador. 


Tam, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 





No. 52. 
The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. 


(No. 108. Africa.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 10, 1886. 

COUNT METTERNICH called on the 5th instant on behalf of the German 
Ambassador, and read a note from his Government on the subject of the Charter which 
Her Majesty’s Government propose to grant to the National African Company. He 
said that the German Government wished to know the limits to which the Charter 
would apply, as there were German interests on the Lower Niger, and it was desired to 
know, for the sake of the firms concerned, how far their interests would be within the 
territory covered by the Charter. He added that his Government hoped that the 
administration under the Charter would not be confided entirely to commercial agents 
of the Company, but would be under the superintendence of Government officials. 
They were id that agents who had been hitherto ing out in so high-handed a 
manner the monopoli policy of the Company might in practice frustrate the 
liberal principles of the © r unless they were properly controlled. 

Count Metternich was told that information would be given as to the limits within 
which the Charter would apply, and I trust shortly to be in a position to forward to 
your Excellency a Map in which they will be clearly shown. 

As the second point, Count Metternich was told that the Company fully 
und that it would have to observe the conditions respecting foreigners imposed 
by the Charter; that the details of the administration had not been finally settled ; 
that Her Majesty’s Government could not bind themselves to any particular manner 
of appointing officials, but nol a care would be taken for the observance of 
international duties, and that local agents would have to obey “gore orders. 


am, &e. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 
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No. 58. 
Sir E. Malet to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received April 12.) 


(No. 39. Africa.) 
My Lord, Berlin, April 5, 1886. 

I HAVE the honour to inclose a copy of a note which I have this day addressed 
to Count Bismarck in aceordance with the instructions contained in your Lordship’s 
despatch No. 93, Africa, of the 26th ultimo, on the subject of the claims of 
Messrs. Gaiser and Co., of Hamburgh. 


T have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 





Inclosure in No. 53. 


Sir E. Malet to Count Bismarck. 
M. le Comte, Berlin, April 5, 1886. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that, in a conversation with the 
Earl of Rosebery on the 17th ultimo, Count Hatzfeldt spoke of the claim of 
Messrs. Gaiser, of Hamburgh, and said that the Imperial Government could not 
consider that the action of Her Majesty’s Government, as stated in the note addressed 
to him on the 17th February last, was justified by the cireumstances of the case. 

His arya, Bete Bt that in the negotiations which took place at the 
commencement of ch of last year between the two Governments the indemnifica- 
tion of the firm G. L. Gaiser, of Hamburgh, was the one sole condition demanded by 
the Imperial Government for the acceptance of the offer then made by Lord Granville, 
and was the subject of special discussion. In the subsequent negotiations between the 
Imperial Commissioner, Dr. Krauel, and Sir Percy Anderson, Gaiser’s claim was 
expressly reserved. 

In the Treaty with King Amapety Her sic Government, his Excellency 
contended, had recognized that the firm of Gaiser obtained rights of sovereignty 
on the Makin Beach. 

I am now desired by Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs to inform your Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government are not able to 
concur in this view of what took place with d to the claim in question. 

In reply to the communications made by Count Minster to Earl Granville on the 
10th March his Lordship informed his Excellency that Her Majesty’s Government 
would repay the expenses incurred by Messrs. Gaiser in the acquisition of Makin 
Beach, on condition that the Imperial Government would take the same course as 
regards British acquisitions in the Cameroons. His Lordship observed that the 
amounts to be paid would be small, and might, in case of difference, be settled by a 
Commission. 

In the Memorandum of Agreement sent to Count Miinster on the 20th March, a 
clause to this effect was inserted, but in the i negotiations it was decided to 
abandon it, and the clause was struck out. Her Majesty’s Government have paid the 
Cameroons claims, and they are clearly, therefore, of opinion that they have no 
liability with regard to the claims of Messrs. Gaiser. 

Trusting that the Imperial Government will, on reconsidering the matter, 
recognize the justice of the conclusion arrived at by Her Majesty’s Government, 


I avail, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALBT. 





No, 54. 
Sir E. Malet to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received April 12.) 


(No. 40. Africa.) 
My Lord, Berlin, April 6, 1886. 

_ WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No. 93, Africa, of the 26th ultimo, 
and to my despatch No. 39, Africa, of the 5th instant, I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that Count Bismarck said to me to-day that he had received my note of the 
5th instant, rejecting the responsibility of Her Majesty's Government for the claim put 
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forward by Messrs. Gaiser, and that he wished to explain to me the standpoint of his 
Government in supporting it, as he thought that it was not clearly understood by us. 

is Excellency proceeded to explain that the understanding originally come to 
between him and Lord Granville was that the German claim should be set off against 
British claims of a similar nature. Now, the Gaiser claim arose from the acquisition of 
sovereign rights, and when the understanding was arrived at the Imperial Government 
believed that there were no British claims of this nature, as none were produced by Her 
Majesty’s Government. In fact, the understanding was merely a form to save 
appearances, and to enable Her Majesty’s Government to pay the Gaiser claim without 
having the appearance of gaining nothing in return. Had English firms also established 
claims arising from the surrender of sovereign rights acquired by them, the German 
Government would have had to paythem. The fact of such claims not being in existence 
did not absolve the British Government from their liability to pay the Gaiser claim in 
accordance with the understanding arrived at. The subsequent payment of the 
Cameroon claims by the British Government had nothing to do with the question, as 
they were based on grounds which both Governments had excluded as foundations for 

ms. 

Count Bismarck went on to say that the matter did not press, and that he had 
instructed the Governor of the Cameroons to send further information on the subject, 
and he added that the question was one of principle for the Imperial Government, and 
that the sum to which they have succeeded in reducing Messrs, Gaiser’s claim, about 
300/., was not of much importance. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) EDWARD B, MALET. 





No. 55. 
Sir E. Malet to the Earl of Rosebery.—( Received April 12.) 


es 0. 41. Africa.) 
y Lord, Berlin, April 9, 1886. 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 36, Africa, of the 3rd instant, relating the 
refusal of Count Bismarck to receive from me unofficially the Memorial of the Baptist 
Missionary Society to Prince Bismarck, petitioning for compensation for losses incurred 
os the fight at Hickory Town, Cameroons, I have the honour to inform your 
Lordship that Count Bismarck reverted to the question in an interview which I had 
with him on the 6th instant, and said that Prince Bismarck was of opinion that he 
(Count Bismarck) was right in not vig so dg Memorial unless I transmitted it in 
a note to which a reply could be made, but that if I would put it in an envelope and 
send it to the Prince in such a manner as not to indicate the official channel through 
which it had come, it would be received and dealt with in the usual way. I replied to 
Count Bismarck that I was ready to adopt the latter course, but that my difficulty was 
that I was instructed to recommend it unofficially to his consideration. On this his 
Excellency observed that I had already amply done this when I had first spoken to 


him on the subject. 
I have accordingly placed the Memorial in a cover and sent it to the Chancellor. 
. I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD B. MALET. 





No. 56. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. 

(No. 114. Africa.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, April 17, 1886. 

I APPROVE the method adopted by your Excellency for communicating to 

Prince Bismarck the Memorial of the Baptist Missionary Society, as reported in your 

despatch No. 41, Africa, of the 9th instant. 


Iam, &c. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 
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will be allowed by your pes Government to penetrate and extend their efforts into 
the interior, and whether, if they should, they can rely on the approval and protection 
of the Imperial Government, I take the liberty of writing your Hescllenay, and would 
be much obliged if you will favour me with a reply to the above questions, if possible, 
before the departure of the next English mail. 

(Signed) JOS. T. FULLER. 





No. 61. | 
Memorandum of Conversation with Count Hatzfeldt. 


IN the course of conversation to-day the German Ambassador communicated to 
me, by desire of his Government, a letter from the Baptist missionaries at Ambas Bay, 
which had crossed my ee to him on the subject, of yesterday, in which the 
missionaries asked to be allowed to prosecute their mission work under the German 
Government. It was therefore clear, his Excellency pointed out, that they did not 
mean to leave Ambas Bay, and that therefore the question of the purchase of their land 
there would not arise. I said that as we had no interest in this matter, except that of 
the Baptists, I should say, primd facie, that if the Baptists were satisfied we were 
satisfied too; but I would make an early communication on the subject. 

April 20, 1886. 


— ~ . wi et ee ee we - 





No. 62. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir Villiers Lister—(Received April 22.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 21, 1886. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 30th November last, I am commanded by 
my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of the Secretary of State, a copy of a letter which has been received from 
Rear-Admiral Sir W. Hunt Grubbe, dated at Loanda, 13th March, 1886, reporting on 
the state of affairs in the Oil Rivers, and the measures which he has taken in conjune- 
tion with Mr. Consul Hewett. 

2. My Lords request that the Secretary of State will cause them to be informed of 

any instructions which it may be proposed to send to the Consul, in order that corre- 
sponding orders may be sent by the same mail to the Senior Naval Officer. 


Iam, &e. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





Inclosure 1 in No. 62. 
Rear-Admiral Hunt Grubbe to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


(Strictly Confidential.) 
Sir, “ Raleigh,” at St. Paul de Loanda, March 13, 1886. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 5th December last, inclosing a copy of 
a Confidential Memorandum addressed fromt he Foreign Office to Mr. Consul Hewett 
with reference to the state of the River Brass— 

1. I have the honour to report, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty, that on the 28th February I arrived at Fernando Po, in company 
with Her Majesty’s ship ‘“ Watchful,” having learnt at Bonny that Her Majesty's 
Consul was on board the “ Wrangler” at that island awaiting my arrival. 

2. On the following day, after consultation with the Consul, I determined to place 
both “ Watchful” and “ Wrangler” at his disposal, with a view to his being suitably 
escorted in his forthcoming visits to the different Chiefs. 

3. In the course of conversation I ascertained that he apprehends two serious 
difficulties, one in Brass, the other with Ja Ja in the Opobo. 

4, As regards the Brass, it appears that the French have been making overtures, 

iving presents, &c., to the Chiefs; and, in fact, endeavouring to insert a like 
Tistign wedize in our Oil Rivers as they have done with so much damage to our 
Lagos trade at Kotenoo. The Consul informed me that the Chiefs, however, have 
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hitherto held out, but that he himself had made no impression on them in the direction 
which is wished, viz., to induce them to accept our protection, and to make a 
Treaty to that effect. 

5. As regards the Opobo and Bonny, I found the Consul strongly imbued 
with one idea, viz., that Ja Ja was at the bottom of and responsible for all the 
difficulties that have arisen. 

His indictment against him is as follows :— 
(a.) That he buys in our markets, but refuses to allow the traders in the river to 
use 

b.) That he persists in asserting his right over Qua Ibo. 

(c) That he ber bopsouial in favour of the firm of Miller and Co. all the other 
houses in the river. 

d.) That he has ric oom going to Brass, threatening to fire. 

(e.) General arrogant viour. : 

6. The Consul urged me to authorize Ja Ja’s deportation from the river, with 
a view to his being kept prisoner at Ascension. I am iy no means sure that we may 
not have to resort to some measure of this sort sconer or later, but I would not consent 
to such a strong one without first giving Ja Ja the opportunity of Pee | to 
the advice and remonstrances of so experienced a man as Mr. Hewett, backed by 
the presence of two gun-boats. Mr. Hewett has accordingly proceeded to the river, 
gat am to have a Report from Lieutenant and Commander Goodrich and himself on 
the situation ple oe to me at the Cape by Her Majesty’s ship “ Racer,” and which 
Report I shall A bly receive about the end of April. 

7. Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Rapid” will meet the “ Racer” at Mossammades, 
and Captain Musgrave will receive from me before leaving Simon’s Bay confidential 
instructions (copy inclosed), which he will act on under the circumstances indicated in 
case he receives their Lordships’ permission. 

I have, & 


(Signed) | W. HUNT GRUBBE. 





Inclosure 2 in No. 62. 
Rear-Admiral Hunt Grubbe to Captain Musgrave. 


(Strictly Confidential.) ” 
Sir, “ Raleigh,” at St. Paul de Loanda, March 13, 1886. 

MR. HEWETT, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul, has represented that, on a 
favourable opportunity presenting itself, Ja Ja should be made prisoner, and exiled 
for a certain time from the River Opobo, where his presence tends to foment disorder, 
and to stop free trade. 

2. I am in hopes that other means may be found at Mr. Hewett’s forthcoming 
visit which may obviate the necessity of so strong a measure. 

3. But if the Consul, after due deliberation and forethought, requires you to 
concert measures with him for removing Ja Ja, and you agree with him, you 
have my authority to so remove him, and send him to Ascension as a prisoner. 

4. The want of unanimity among the traders in the river has led to the Chief 
being abundantly provided with machine-guns, &c., and, in fact, he has become 
completely spoilt by the unseemly competition which of late years has prevailed 
among the traders for his favour, so that in dealing with him you must be extremely 
careful, and unless you can see your way to capturing him without the minimum of 
risk to life you are not to attempt it. 

5. You are to acquaint their Lordships and myself with the result of your action 
in the matter as soon as possible. 

I have, &c 


(Signed) W. HUNT GRUBBE. 
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ARTICLE VI. 


The subjects and citizens of all countries may freely carry on trade in every part 
of the territories of the King and Chiefs parties hereto, and may have houses and 


factories therein. 
ARTICLE VILI.* 


All ministers of the Christian religion shall be permitted to reside and exercise 

their calling within the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, who hereby 
tee to them full protection. 

All forms of religious worship and religious ordinances may be exercised within 

the territories of the aforesaid King and Chiefs, and no hindrance shall be offered 


thereto. 
ARTICLE VIIL. 


If any vessels should be wrecked within the Brass territories, the King and Chiefs 
will give them all the assistance in their power, will secure them from plunder, and also 
recover and deliver to the owners or agents all the property which can be saved. 

If there are no such owners or agents on the spot, then the said property shall be 
delivered to the British Consular or other officer. 

The King and Chiefs further engage to do all in their power to protect the persons 
and property of the officers, crew, and others on board such wrecked vessels. 

claims for salvage dues in such cases. shall, if disputed, be referred to the British 
Consular or other officer for arbitration and decision. 


ARTICLE IX. 


This Treaty shall come into operation, so far as may be practicable, from the date of 
its signature, with the exception of Article VII, the subject of which that Article treats 
being deferred for consideration at some future time. 

Done, in duplicate, on board Her Britannic Majesty’s ship “ Watchful,” anchored in 
the River Brass, this nineteenth day of March, a.p. 1886. 

(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 
KING ESSEFAB, his x mark. 
SMOKE, ditto. 

HARRI, ditto. 

ABIDY, ditto. 

CARAMA, ditto. 

ELALLE, ditto. 

DOGGO, ditto. 
ALLAGUGU, ditto. 
EGBETA, ditto. 

W. H. KENNER. 
CAMEROONS, his « mark. 
SAMBO, ditto. 

JAS. 8. SPIFF. 

PRINCE ALBERT, his x mark. 

Witnesses to the mark-signatures of the King and eleven Chiefs : 

(Signed) J. E. Goonrica, 
Lieutenant-Commander. 
ARTHUR Sonncke, 
Chairman of the Court of Equity. 





No. 64, 
Sir Villiers Lister to Mr. Baynes. 


Sir, Foreign Office, April 26, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit herewith a copy of a letter 
from Mr. Fuller, of your Society, to the Governor of the Cameroons, which has been 
communicated to his Lordship by the German Ambassador in this country.+ 

His Lordship had understood that it was the intention of your Society to abandon 
their work in the Cameroons district, and Iam to inquire whether there has been any 
change in their views in this respect. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


* Omitted. + No. 60. 
[607 ] R 
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No. 65. 
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; King Ja Ja to the Marquis of Salisbury.—(Received April 28.) 


My Lord, Opobo Town, March 26, 1886. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship’s despatch, dated 
the 11th January, in acknowledgment of mine of the 26th November last, from the hands 
of Consul Hewett when holding a Consular Court on the 25th instant. 

In reply thereto, I beg to state that matters have gone quite contrary than what 
myself and Chiefs had expected. When Consul Hewett found that I had done nothing 
violating any rights of Her Majesty’s Treaty he violently Jaid a fine of thirty puncheons 
of oil on us, stating that I had broken a Treaty on account of receiving shake hands. 

This shake hands is a custom instituted by the original traders that entered into Bonny 
River, at which time this river had not been opened, and since this river being open, 
Mr. Charles Décardi, of Liverpool, and Mr. McK icking, of Glasgow, merchants, who first 
entered this river, instituted the same custom here also; we beg to refer your Lordship to 
Mr. Charles Décardi, who is now in England, for a full explanation of the said custom ; 
it is not law, but customary with every new appointed agent entering the trade making a 
present to the influential traders simply to draw customers to themselves from their own 
free will, and not by compulsion or by Treaty. 

Consul Hewett, after forcing me to pay the thirty puncheons, also insisted that I 
| should refund the several presents made to me by the agents of my river, which I totally 
' objected to, and awaiting your Lordship’s consideration. 

Should I be allowed to state Consul Hewett, I am of opinion that I am about to act 
upon the Treaty of Commodore Commerell, hence he took such steps to prevent it, but I 
consider that there is another way of showing justice than the present plan which he has 
adopted, which I also leave to your Lordship’s consideration ; he is at present insisting for 
the agents proceeding to our markets to trade, for the simple reason that Consul White 
has made a Treaty with us to that effect, which is incorrect. I therefore notified him that 
I am appealing to your Lordship for justice. 

I and my Chiefs would content paying a heavier fine than the thirty puncheons 
claimed by Consul Hewett if we thought that we have really gone contrary than what has 
previously been agreed upon by us. 

I beg to inclose a copy of Consul White’s letter to me, wherein the present Consul 
Hewett, acting upon and consider same to be a Treaty binding, for your Lordship’s 
investigation, same date the 3rd June last. 

We, of course, signed Treaty with Her Majesty’s Government upon the sole basis 
that there should be no interference whatever with regard to our laws, rights, and privileges 
of our market, &c., but at the present we are at a loss to find that we have been misled ; 
this is after gratuitously arranging to come under Her Majesty’s Government Protectorate, 
and preventing other nations coming in as have been previously agreed between myself 
and Chiefs with Consul Hewett, as your Lordship will find by his letter to me dated the 
Ist July, 1884. 

We have also copy of a Treaty with Commodore Commerell and Consul Livingstone, 
dated the 4th January, 1875, herein inclosed for your Lordship’s investigation, and if in 
the face of this Treaty Consul Hewett is justified in laying a fine of thirty puncheons on 
us, it is left for your Lordship to say. 

We are quite aware of Her Majesty’s power and might over nations (but we are only 
appealing for justice), that whatever Her Majesty intends to do in our river we have no 
actual means of making any resistance should Consul Hewett come with ten gun-boats to 
enforce us to give up our market as he is now doing, and the rules of our conntry we 
would submit, than for him to have come pretending to be our friend, and afterwards 
deviating from everything which he has written in black and white. ° 

We are quite aware of the justice of Her Majesty’s Government, therefore we were 
not afraid to be in her Protectorate. ; 

We therefore now beg, pray, and entreat your Lordship that if Her Majesty’s 
Government have any intention to open our interior markets for the use of British 
merchants, to spare them for us, as your poor subjects have no land to cultivate, and 
nothing else to do to make our living, but depending solely as a middleman with the 
interior and your European traders here, and should we be deprived of this benefit what 
will we do to keep our wives, children, and families. 

We therefore entreat your Lordship that our market be left to us, and that the fines 
of thirty puncheons of oil be returned, and the merchants here be contented in buying from 
us as have done all along. 
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No. 66. 
Mr. A. H. Baynes to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received April 29.) 


Baptist Missionary Society, Baptist Mission House, 
My Lord, 19, Furnival Street, Hotborn, April 28, 1886. 

I AM desired by the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to acknowledge 
the receipt uf your Lordship’s despatch, dated Foreign Office, 26th April, conveying 
copy of a letter addressed by the Rev. J. J. Fuller, of our West Coast Mission, dated 
“ Bethel Station, Cameroons, 23rd February,’ to the Governor of the Cameroons, 
sheet has been communicated to your Lordship by the German Ambassador in this. 
country. 

In reply to this communication, I am directed to inform your Lordship that the 
Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society are still in communication with the Com- 
mittee of the Basle Mission relative to the future work of the mission at the Cameroons 
and Victoria. It is impossible to say at present how these negotiations will terminate, 
or what course the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society will feel it right to 
adopt for the future. Unless satisfactory arrangements can be made with the Basle 
Mission or some other evangelical organization for the future conduct of mission 
work at Cameroons and Victoria, the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society will 
feel it to be their duty to maintain their mission work at these stations, as they would 
not deem it right to abandon the work without substantial guarantee for its future 
prosecution. 

Until, therefore, the termination of the present negotiations, it is impossible to 
— what course the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society will feel it right to 
adopt. 

Trusting that this explanation will prove a satisfactory reply to your Lordship’s 
question, as contained in your Lordship’s despatch of the 26th April, I have, &c. 





(Signed) ALFRED HENRY BAYNES, General Secretary. 
No. 67. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Consul Hewett. 
o. 14.) | 
ir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1886. 


WITH reference to the despatches from this Office Nos. 9 and 11 of the 26th 
February and 15th ultimo respectively, I am directed by the Earl of Rosebery to 
transmit herewith, for your information, copies of a letter and its inclosures from 
King Ja Ja, in which he repeats his claims to certain rights in the interior and com- 
plains of your action towards him.* 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 68. 


Sir Villiers Lister to Consul Hewett. 
_ 15. Africa.) 


ir, Foreign Office, April 30, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to acknowledge the receipt of your despatch 
No. 3, Africa, of the 31st ultimo, inclosing the Treaty with Brass, and I am to express 
to you his Lordship’s satisfaction at the success which has attended your efforts to 
negotiate it. 

I am, however, at the same time, to instruct you to explain to the Chiefs of Brass 
that the omission of the Article providing for freedom of religion will cause much bad 
feeling in England, but will give them no liberty to persecute missionaries, whose 
ill-treatment would be promptly avenged by Her Majesty's piri 

. am, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
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No. 69. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Sir Villiers Lister—(Received May 3.) 


Sir, Admiralty, April 30, 1886. 
I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to. transmit 
herewith, for the information of the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of 
the Report of proceedings of Her Majesty’s ship “ Watchful” when recently employed 
in the conveyance of Her Majesty’s Consul to the Oil Rivers, in connection with the 
complaints against King Ja Ja at Opobo, and the signing of a permanent Protection 
Treaty with the King and Chiefs of Brass. 
2. A similar letter has been sent to the Colonial Office. 
Iam, &ce. | 
(Signed) E. M. PRIMROSE, pro Sec. 





Inclosure in No. 69. 
Lieutenant-Commander Goodrich to Rear-Admiral Sir W. Grubbe. 


a “ Watchful,” at Bonny, March 30, 1886. 

IN obedience to your orders of the 2nd March, I have the honour to report as 
follows; and I beg to inform you that, in compliance with the same orders, a duplicate 
of this Report has been sent to the Secretary of the Admiralty. 

2. On Wednesday, the 3rd March, I conveyed Consul E. H. Hewett and Vice- 
Consul J. J. Johnston to Old Calabar, arriving and anchoring off Duke Town on the 
evening of that day. Before leaving Fernando Po I gave Lieutenant-Commander Law 
orders to proceed to Brass and await there my further instructions. 

3. I remained at Old Calabar until the 11th March, Her Majesty’s Consul and Vice- 
Consul being occupied in settling various palavers, the most important of which was a 
charge of murder against a Sierra Leone, boy. 

At the trial, which took place on board this ship, Mr. Johnston and myself sitting 
as assessors, it was proved that the prisoner did not think that the gun with which he 
shot the deceased was loaded; in fact, that it was one of the numerous fatal results of 
playing with fire-arms. Prisoner was therefore discharged. 

4. Trade at Old Calabar seemed fairly brisk, and the agents and natives are on 
good terms with each other. | 

5. What may prove a troublesome native palaver has been caused by a Chief of 
Duke Town, named Archibong Adam, flogging one of his wives and a Creek Town boy 
to death, on suspicion of some love message having passed between them. Archibong 
Adam is a powerful Chief, and consequently the King of Creek Town is rather afraid to 
tackle him, and would like to hand the business over to the Consul ; it is, however, a 
purely native palaver, and as such should be settled by themselves according to their own 
laws. 

6. Vice-Consul Johnston left for Cameroon on the 10th March, a report of some 
Bimbia people having taken refuge at Victoria’ from the German authorities rendering 
his presence at Ambas Bay desirable. 

7. Old Calabar wag left on Thursday, the 11th March, and Brass River reached the 
following morning. Her Majesty’s ship ‘“‘ Wrangler” was at anchor here. 

8. Mr. Hewett summoned the King and Chiefs of Brass to meet at a palaver on 
Monday, the 15th. No one coming down from Nembi on that day no palaver was held. 
The following morning the Consul received a letter from King Ebifa and his Chiefs, 
which stated pretty plainly that they did not intend to sign any ‘'reaty. This course taken 
of writing to Her ajesty’s Consul instead of obeying his summons and attending the 
palaver was most disrespectful, but was probably due partly to a fear that some of them 
might be detained. Mr. Hewett now wrote a letter to King Ebifa, commanding the 
attendance of himself and Chiefs, promising them a safe return home, at the same time 
stating that this second summons would not be disregarded with impunity. This letter 
I sent up to King Ebifa by an officer in the steam-cutter. It had, I am glad to say, the 
desired effect, and on Friday, the 19th March, at a palaver held on board this ship, 
King Ebifa and eleven of the most important Chiefs signed the Treaty, placing their 
country under British protection—with the exception of the clause granting freedom of 
religion. This they would not sign to, saying they had the Church of England, and that 
one religion was enough. : 
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9. The accomplishment of this Treaty by Her Majesty’s Consul is especially satis- 
factory, as the King and Chiefs of Brass have, no doubt, reason for being discontented 
with us on account of the way their trade as middle-men has suffered from the activity 
of the National African Company in the Niger—a discontent which showed itself by 
their refusing on three previous occasions to sign a permanent Treaty. 

10. The steam-launches got out last year by most of the factories at Brass are at 
present only employed for towing the canoes of the native traders; these they take up 
the Niger as far as Onitsha. Before long the agents will inevitably demand the right of 
trading direct with the markets and having their own canoes; this alteration, unless 
carried out with tact and much patience, may cause tronble, as it will cause a con- 
siderable decrease in the incomes of the King and Chiefs of Nembi and Tua. 

11. I left Brass, with Mr. Hewett on board, and “ Wrangler” in company, on 
Saturday, the 20th March, and the following morning went into Bonny, sending 
“Wrangler” on direct to Opobo. 

12. Bonny was left on Monday, the 22nd, and the anchorage in Opobo River 
reached the following day. 

13. Trade in this river has been stopped by all the agents, except the one for Miller 
Brothers, since last October, when the firms, by mutual agreement, sent out orders to 
their agents to lower prices. Soon after the arrival of these orders the agent for Miller 
Brothers seceded from the others, and since then has done the whole trade of the river, 
whether profitably or not I cannot say. 

14. Mr. Hewett held a palaver on board this ship on Wednesday, the 24th March, 
to consider the complaints made by all the agents, except Mr. Farquhar, agent for Miller 
Brothers, against Ja Ja. All the agents, Ja Ja, and twenty-four Chiefs were present. 

15. I will now give the four principal complaints, Ja Ja’s reply, and my own remark, 
in order. 

(a.) That in October lost, when the firms found it necessary to lower the price of 
oil in consequence of its depreciated value, Ja Ja did prevent their trading by boycotting 
their beaches. 

Ja Ja said that his Chiefs were quite independent of him, and that he had no power 
to prevent their trading on whatever beach they chose. 

There can be little doubt that this answer is not true, and that Ja Ja has the power 
and uses it. 

(>) That Ja Ja would not allow them to trade direct with the markets. 

a Ja said that he had always refused to allow white men to go to his markets, 
and that before he signed the Protection Treaty in December 1884 he insisted on the 
clause granting free trade being crossed out. 

This is perfectly true. 

(c.) That for the last five or six years Ja Ja had exacted seven puncheons of oil 
from the agents at the commencement of every voyage before permitting his Chiefs to 
open trade with them, . 

Ja Ja acknowledged having always received the seven puncheons, but said they were 
free and unsolicited gi 

I think an agent who refused to pay them would have done very little trade. 
Mr. Farquhar would seem to have experienced great pleasure in paying them. 

(d.) That in December last Ja Ja did cause a kroo canoe to be stopped and turned 
back when on its way through the creeks to Bonny with their mails. 

Ja Ja said it was the Audoney men who stopped the canoe, and that it was not his 
palaver at all. 

Sufficient evidence has not yet been taken on this charge, but I shall be much 
surprised if it be found that the Audoney men did such a thing out of their own heads, 

; ao: At a palaver held on Friday, the 26th, Mr. Hewett gave his decision, which was 
as follows :— 

(a.) That all merchants had the right of going up the river, by virtue of the 
agreement arrived at by the Congress at Berlin. 

(b.) That Ja Ja do pay a fine of thirty puncheons for infringement of Treaty in 
enforcing the payment to hie of seven puncheons by agents on their arrival, and that he 
do refund all oil so received. 

(c.) The question of the stoppage of the canoe to stand over for the present. 

17. Ja Ja promised to pay the fine, and said he should appeal to the Home Govern- 
ment on the question of the agents establishing up the river. 

18. The four men belonging to Opobo who, by your orders, came here from the 
“Raleigh,” were, at the Consul’s request, discharged to the shore here, much apparently 
to their own satisfaction. 
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19. Yesterday, I conveyed Her Majesty's Consul round to this place from Opobo, 
and dispatched the “ Wrangler ”’ to execute the orders you had left with me for her. 

20. Mr. Hewett tells me that he considers all the recent palavers connected with 
Brass and Opobo as settled, with the exception of the one about stopping the canoe at 
Audoney; on this he hopes to get further evidence from this side, but it is not thought 
that the traders at Opobo will have any difficulty in sending their mails through for the 





future. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) JAS. E. GOODRICH. 
No. 70. 
Mr. C. L. Peel to Sir Villiers Lister.—(Received May 11.) 
Sir Council Office, May 10, 1886. 


ADVERTING to your letter of the 13th ultimo,* in which was transmitted the 
draft Charter to the National African Company, I am directed by the Lord President of 
the Council the inclosed copy of a letter from the Admiralty, to which 
Department the draft Charter has been referred to their remarks. 

The Lord President requests that you will move the Earl of Rosebery to cause his 
Lordship to be informed what reply should be given to the letter in question. 
Iam, &c. 
(Signed) C. L. PEEL. 





Inclosure in No. 70. 
The Secretary to the Admiralty to Mr. C. L. Peel. 


‘Sir, Admiralty, May 8, 1886. 

I HAVE laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your letter of the 
17th ultimo, requesting to be furnished with any observations which their Lordships 
might desire to offer in regard to the grant of a Charter of Incorporation to the National 
African Company. 

2. In reference thereto, my Lords desire me to point out that the draft of the 
proposed Charter contains no information to enable them to ascertain the limits of the 
territory over which the National African Company would rule, and as their Lordships’ 
opinion would be affected primarily by the amount of responsibility from a naval point of 
view which would be involved, I am to state, for the information of the Lord President 
of the Council, that they are not in a position to offer any remarks on the proposal until 
more definite information on the above point can be furnished. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) EVAN MACGREGOR. 





No. 71. 
The Earl of Rosebery to Count Hatzfeldt. 


M. |’Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, May 14, 1886. 

WITH reference to the communication made by your Excellency on the 20th 
ultimo, I have the honour to state that I find, on inquiry, that the negotiations for the 
sale of the land belonging to the Baptist Missionary Society at Ambas Bay to the Basle 
Missionary Society are still in progress, but not definitely concluded. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY, 


*® No. 554. 
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I warn Ja Ja should any disturbance take place at the markets or on the road to them 
in consequence of other traders than his own subjects proceeding to or establishing at or 
near those places, such disturbance being traceable to advice or instigation emanating from 
him or his people, that he will be held responsible. On the other hand, if British subjects 
cause disturbances at the markets or on the road to them with Ja Ja’s people or the 
natives, inhabitants there, such British subjects wil) be liable to be punished. 


Payments exacted by Ja Ja from Agents for opening Trade. 


The defence set up by Ja Ja, that these payments were voluntarily made, is, in my 
opinion, upset by the evidence of the European agents generally. It is true that Mr. Farquhar 
supports Ja Ja, but the present circumstances of his position with Ja Ja are such as to 
cause me to receive his evidence with caution. I will, however, give Ja Ja the benefit of 
it, and will consider the payment made by this agent for opening trade as a spontaneous 
act on his part. 

It is clearly proved to me that the demand Ja Ja makes for opening an agent’s trade 
is not the same as the “shake hand” to an individual Chief. Ja Ja did not institute this 
obligatory payment to him until some years after he was established in this river. The 
exaction is against the terms of the Treaty of the 4th January, 1873. The amount which 
Ja Ja has received for opening the trade of agents, excepting those from Mr. Farquhar, 
must be refunded by him within three months from to-day to the agents of the firms 
which have had this “‘ blackmail” service on them. For the gross infraction of the Treaty 
of which I find Ja Ja guilty, he must pay to Her Majesty’s Government a fine of 
30 puncheons of good palm oil. | 

Mr. Forster has complained that on leaving Opobo on his last voyage, having given 
3 pipes of rum to Ja Ja, when he sent for his “ dash,” which amount was returned as being 
too small, a message from Ja Ja came with it, to the effect that if when he (Mr. Forster) 
came back his trade was small his merchants would know why, which threat to injure his 
trade induced him to double the amount, and he sent Ja Ja 6 pipes rum. In this case I 
hold that Ja Ja must at once return to Mr. Forster 3 pipes of rum, that being the amount 
over and above what Mr. Forster voluntarily gave him. 


_ Debts due to Agents by Opobo Chiefs, &c. 


These debts must be paid, and empty casks belonging to agents must be returned 
within three months after being demanded by the creditor. In cases of disputed accounts, 
the amount of the difference is to be held over until a Consular officer visits the river, when 
he will decide the question between thé creditor and the debtor. 


Fine imposed on Ja Ja in 1880. 


This fine of 3 puncheons of palm oil was imposed by the Court of Equity in 
- September 1880, and the Court’s decision was duly confirmed by me. In May 1881, when 

I was in this river, I reminded him of the fine, which had not been received, and I told him | 
it must be paid. Seeing that up to the present time this fine has not been paid, I now 
impose a further fine of one puncheon for Ja Ja’s disregard to the decision of the Court of 
‘Equity and my orders. 

The fines to be paid to Her Majesty’s Government (34 puncheons in all) are to be 
here within seven days from to-day on Stanley Beach, and Mr. Wright is authorized to 
receive and give receipt for the payment of them by Ja Ja. 


Stoppage of Mail Canoe going to Bonny. 


I have not yet sufficient evidence to arrive at any decision in this case; it must 
thereby stand over for the present. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT, Consul. 
Stanley Beach, Opobo, March 26, 1886. 





Addendum to the Decision of Her Majesty’s Consul, delivered March 26, 1886. 


In view of the representation made by Opobo Chiefs to-day after having my decision 
that if the European agents went up now to the market, they (the Chiefs) might 
experience difficulty in getting in the debts owing them by the natives at the markets, 
and this will cause delay in their settling with the agents, Messrs. Forster, Wright, 
Brumschweiter, Mitchel}, and Hall agreed not to go to the markets until such time as an 
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answer favourable to their going there shall have been received to the letter of protest on 
the subject which Ja Ja said he would address to the Foreign Office, provided such answer 
shall arrive before the expiration of three months from to-day, when they shall be at 
liberty to go up to the markets; or should any other trader go to the markets before that 
time, then they may exercise that right also. 

As the above arrangement suits the convenience of the parties interested and does not 
affect the rights of others, I see no objection to it. 

(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT, Consul. 
Stanley Beach, Opobo, March 26, 1886. 


ee 


Inclosure 2 in No. 74. 
King Ja Ja to Consul Hewett. 


Sir, Opobo Town, March 29, 1886. 

I HAVE been informed that you are about taking leave of us to-day. I therefore 
hasten to point out few things which I think it is nothing but right that I should do. 

2. Will be glad upon your arrival at Bonny, Brass, or New Calabar that you inquire 
of Oko Jumbo, in Bonny, as to whether it is not customary, merchants entering Bonny 
River at their first visits, to establish, making certain presents as “ shake hands,” in which 
you have heard here; this I must state is not compulsory, as they are given by the 
merchants or agents from their own free will to enable them to make a large trade with 
myself. If you are informed by Oko Jumbo to the contrary, then I know I am wrong in 
accepting same from the merchants of this river; but if not, [ do not see why | should be 
made to refund same, as it was a present from their own free will. 

3. To save any misunderstanding which may undoubtedly arise between the merchants 
and the “ Andonier” men through the creek in going up from this to Bonny with the 
mail, J will ask you to inform them to let same be passing through my hands; they can 
send one of their men with my people to see it rightly delivered. I say this, as I require 
peace in my country with every one, and are afraid if things allow to go on the way it is 
now same will never work well at the end. 

4, Respecting Bonny, Brass, and New Calabar, in which you made me to understund 
at my first appearance to you, that I informed the above people not to sign any Treaty 
with you, [ must say that I will be extremely glad should you mention names of your 
informant, upon which grounds I will send one of my Chiefs th such countries to inquire 
from such person in your presence. I must say, that have never informed any one 
respecting such ; also no influence of mine exists in the neighbouring countries wherein | 
can make them to do just as I wish. In all, I wish you to have fuil particulars considered, 
and have same investigated accordingly. 

Have also to state that I am extremely surprised re the “ shake hand ”’ matter, as this 
not being the first of your visits, and same has taken place years gone by, and most 
undoubtedly you must, I consider, being previously informed, and were you thinking it out 
of the question or wrong on my part receiving same, I think it would have been nothing 
but right that you speak to me long ago, that is, if the friendly terms which suppose to 
exist between us are considered lasting, as I afore state that this “ shake hands” merely 
given by agents to me to enable them to get more oil from me, and nothing else, and it is 
mere present, which I wish vou to note, and, besides, given from their own free will. 

I am, &e. 
(Signed) JA JA. 


CR ne eer RS ETE Te IOS a ae Ea ET OE YE ERT eS Se NT 
No. 75. 
Vice-Consul Johnston to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 6. Africa.) 

My Lord, Mondole Island, March 28, 1886. 
OWING to some disturbances which had occurred in the vicinity of Victoria, and 

which will be the subject of a later despatch, I returned to the Cameroons district on the 

12th March, earlier than I had intended. As I had had no opportunity hitherto 

of visiting the Cameroons River and paying my respects to the Governor of the German 

possessions I proceeded thither on the 18th ultimo, and remained there for a week. 
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The date of the 22nd was the birthday of the Emperor of Germany, and as such was 
celebrated as a general holiday. All the merchants closed their stores, and paid visits of 
congratulation to the Governor, Baron von Soden. There was a grand banquet in the 
evening to which I was honoured with an invitation, and the festivities concluded with 
fireworks and bonfires. It is a pleasure to me to record that the four German officials in 
the Cameroons River (the only part of the extensive Protectorate where there are any) 
are all of them distinguished for their kindliness of nature and their entire impartiality 
in administration. The most cordial relations exist between them and all the British 
residents in the river. They are in most matters large-minded, and frequently mollify 
the somewhat arbitrary orders which occasionally emanate from the Lilied Mas vemnalcnt by 
their discreet method of carrying them out. 

At the same time, I feel reluctantly obliged to state that I am disappointed with the 
present effects of German rule in the Cameroous, Trade in the German possessions is at 
a standstill. The merchants have not only to pay duties and taxes on their commerce to 
the German Government, but they also have to continue their “ comey” or tribute to 
the native Chiefs, so that they really pay twice over for being governed and protected ; 
ee as to protection, the German Government at present is able to accord very 

ittle. 

There is a general feeling of insecurity about those districts which cannot be 
reached by German gun-boats. Throughout that large territory which stretches from 
the Cameroons River northwards to the British boundaries there is not a German official 
nor a vestige of German rule, nor are the Germans known except along the coast. The 
road which was to have been made up the Cameroons Mountains is abandoned. They 
have also removed from ‘ Mann’s Spring” the materials of a house which was to have 
been built on that elevated site. 

Even in the Cameroons’ River itself, where the Government officials reside, and 
where a gun-boat is always stationed, their power for keeping order is not very great, 
and does not certainly equal that of the British Consul at Old Calabar, who is unprovided 
with any police force, and is but rarely attended by a gun-boat. When I arrived at Bell 
Town the other day, most of the merchants complained to me of a nuisance in the noisy 
quarrels which were perpetually taking place between the inhabitants of Bell Town and 
those of Joss Town, Preso Town, Aqua Town, and other neighbouring Settlements on the 
river. These squabbles, founded on grievances of very ancient date, gave rise to a wordy 
warfare locally known as “ cursing "—that is to say, that whenever the inhabitants of an 
unfriendly town passed along Bell Town beach (where are situated the German Govern- 
ment offices), either on foot or in canoes, the Bell Town people rushed out on them and 
called them every bad and insulting term in the Dualla language. As far as their power 
of lungs permitted the strangers replied, and then ensued such a screaming, yelling, 
“‘Jullilooing,” and general uproar that all work for Europeans necessitating quiet and 
freedom from distraction became impossible, and the comfort of all the residents during 
the daytime was seriously interfered with. What little trade left in the river was, 
moreover, interrupted, for the people of the towns “cursed” by Bell Town refused to 
come to the factories to trade, alleging that they preferred to stay at home sooner than 
run the gauntlet of this abuse. 

I had scarcely been an hour in Bell Town before I personally experienced the 
annoyance caused by this continnal clamour. Writing, reading, or conversation were 
impossible, and the only way to obtain quiet was to quit the place. As I was informed 
that many complaints had been made to the German officials, but that the latter had 
taken no steps to mitigate the nuisance—and this because they were obliged to keep on 
good terms with Bell Town—I saw privately King Bell and the Chiefs of Joss Town and 
Preso Town, and reasoned with them as to the stupidity of these noisy disturbances, 
When | found them inclined to settle their quarrel, 1 wrote to the German Governor on 
behalf of the British residents in the river, respectfully calling his attention to the 
matter, and he convened a meeting of the Chiefs, at which all agreed that the first 
individual among them who in future broke the peace should pay a fine of 10/1. Iam 
happy to say that since then the river has been quiet, and [ am convinced that this 
disturbance might have been settled months ago with equal ease were it not that the 
German rule in the Cameroons River at the present time is almost dependent on the 
good-will of King Bell, whose susceptibilities they hesitate to wound. 

The officials at present representing the German Government in the Cameroons 
offer a very high standard of excellence, and better men for their work could scarcely 
have been chosen; but the task they have to accomplish is very difficult. The 
uncertainty which attends the voting of the supplies by the Imperial Parliament 
necessary for the maintenance of the administration of the Cameroons, and the conse- 
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quent dread of expense which haunts the officials in all their movements: the smoulderin 

hostility of the natives, who, justly or unjustly, hate the Germans for the various exhibi- 
tions of force which they are compelled to make from time to time: all these are serious 
obstacles to the good government of the eens Perhaps a more serious drawback, 
after all, is the fact, which is becoming increasingly apparent, that the Germans will have 
to administer the Cameroons in the interests of the subjects of Great Britain rather than 
in those of their fellow-countrymen. Had there been a decided colonial movement in 

Germany towards the Cameroons, the action of the German Government would have 
been justified and supported ; but there has been little or none. A few needy adven- 
turers came out to what they imagined would prove an El Dorado, but after wandering 
helplessly from place to place, mostly subsisting on the charity of Englishmen, some 
died and others were sent home at Government expense. Four Swedes also, in the first 
flush of excitement about the Cameroons, landed at Victoria, on their way to the upper 
slopes of the mountains. They were provided with almost every form of agricultural 
implement, and possessed a complete armoury of guns and hunting weapons; only they 
had exhausted all their cash in paying their bills on board the steamer. As they could 
not penetrate inland sufficiently far to meet with elephants, and had no funds to procure 
labour for tilling the soil, they soon fell into penury. Two of them died from fatigue 
and exposure, and the survivors now support with difficulty a sordid existence. . 

Disgusted with its first colonists, the local government here has decreed. that in 
future no white colonist will be permitted to settle on German territory who cannot show 
that he is possessed of 2,000/., of which sum 5001. must be deposited for a certain period 
as a security in the hands of the Governor. : 

Your Lordship can realize that under restrictions of this kind there is not likely to 
be a rush of German colonists to the Cameroons. 

Take away the two commercial houses of Janssen and Thormahlen and Woermann 
and Co., with their twenty white employés, and, with the exception of the four or five 
Government officials, not a German nor a vestige of German interests remain. 

In the territory which stretches from the Rio del Rey to Batanga there are settled 
some 200 British subjects (white, black, and yellow) from the home country and from 
the Colonies, pursuing the avocations of missionaries, traders, artisans, and cultivators. 
There are six British firms of good standing engaged in commerce. Is not this enough 
to show what efforts Germany must put forth before she can govern the Cameroons in 
her own interests ? 

My own impression is, that she has undertaken more than she can manage with the 
relatively poor support received from the mother-country, and that when she has had a 
little longer experience she will be glad to agree to some arrangement by which the 
Cameroons Mountains may be taken over by Great Britain against some small com- 
pensation elsewhere, and it is for this reason that I am personally averse to the abandon- 
ment of the British territory of Ambas Bay, which is decidedly the best portion of the 
country. 

3 # little energy and a smal] preliminary expenditure would make the slopes of the 
Cameroons Mountains the health resort of West Africa; but the energy of the Germans 
seems to melt away before the first difficulties of colonization and the parsimony of the 
Home Government hinders any prospective outlay. 

_ Your Lordship has doubtless heard from other sources that the Rio del Rey, as 
marked on the maps, has been found by a German surveying party to be only an inlet 
of the sea, and therefore the conditions of the frontier between the German and English 
Proiectorates is altered. The German Governor desires me to bring this matter before 
your Lordship’s notice. 

_ Awaiting your Lordship’s instructions, I have, &c, | | aie 

(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 
SSS 
No. 76. 


Vice-Consul Johnston to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received May 24.) 
(x o. 8, Africa.) | 
y Lord, Mondole Island, March 81, 1886. 
WITH reference to your Lordship’s despatch No, 2, requesting me to report on the 
alleged imposition of a fine on the people of Victoria, Ambas Bay, by the Gefman 
Governor of the Cameroons, I have the honour to lay before your Lordship the inclosed 
information. é 
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I reached Mondolé Island on the 25th January last, travelling direct from England - 
Consul Hewett had requested me to spend no further time on the island than was 
necessary for the landing of the materials of my house, and then to return and meet 
him at Old Calabar. Obeying these instructions, I spent only one week in Ambas Bay. 
During this time, however, I endeavoured to obtain as much information as possible 
about the state of affairs in Victoria. Almost the first subject mentioned to me was the 
alleged imposition of a fine on the Colony of Victoria by the German Governor of the 
Cameroons, As I was only able to assemble the Governing Council of Victoria three 
days before my departure, I was not in a position at the time to procure sufficient 
information to lay a detailed Report before your Lordship. As, however, the proceedings 
of the German Governor seemed to me very irregular, J authorized the Governing 
Council of Victoria to suspend the payment of the last instalment of the fine until I 
should be able to give the matter fuller consideration. 

On the 12th March last I returned to Mondolé after six weeks’ absence with Consul 
Hewett in the Oil Rivers. I now found the necessary evidence, documentary and verbal, 
ready for my examination, and, as the result of my inquiry, I have the honour to lay 
the following statement before your Lordship. 

For some years past there has been much ill-feeling between the people of Victoria 
—or rather, of the wider district of Ambas Bay—and the coast tribe of Batoki. These 
latter occupy a strip of land which on the one hand, according to their original purchase- 
deed, is claimed by the Baptist Mission as forming an integral part of the Settlement 
of Ambas Bay, and on the other is included by the Germans in their Protectorate of 
the Cameroons. . 

Until the autumn of the past year it was always taken for granted, even by the 
Batoki themselves, that they were British subjects, as they always looked to the ‘* Court ” 
or Governing Council of Victoria for the settlement of their disputes. 

~~ In the beginning of September 1885 a Victoria trader went to Batoki to collect 
his outstanding debts. The people there had previously assaulted severely the servants 
of the trader, who, however, on trying to bring them to reason by a quiet discussion of 
the matter, succeeded in getting most of his debtors to repay him. Another section of 
the populace, however, became very turbulent, talked of taking the skulls of Victoria 
people for drinking-cups, threatened to invade the more settled portions of Victoria 
territory, and closed most of the roads for trade. 

Having received these menaces, the Victorians sent a messenger to remonstrate 
with the Batoki, but they would not listen to him, and therefore, as the threats were 
repeated and trade had come io a standstill, the Governing Council dispatched a small 
armed force of twenty to thirty men to Batoki, and ordered them to seize hostages for 
the good behaviour of the Batoki people. In the scuffle that ensued a Victoria man 
was Killed, and therefore his comrades burnt the houses of the Batoki before they retired. 
All this time they believed they were acting on British territory. 

In the beginning of October the Governing Council of Victoria received from 
MM. Valdan and Knutson, two Swedes resident at Mupanja, on the Cameroons 
Mountains, an announcement to the effect that the Batoki were a tribe under German 
protection, and that they, MM. Valdan and Knutson, being the authorized agents for 
the German Government on the Cameroons Mountains, it was to them that the dispute 
between Victoria and Batoki should have been referred. Mr. S. Brew, the President of 
the Governing Council, replied to MM. Valdan and Knutson, asseverating that he 
was completely unaware that the Batoki had been taken under German protection, and 
still less informed that MM. Valdan and Knutson represented the German Govern- 
ment, and were empowered to settle disputes between British subjects and natives under 
German protection. No intimation had ever been sent to the Governing Council of 
Victoria that MM. Valdan and Knutson represented the German Government, and, 
moreover, in a letter dated the 22nd May, 1885, addressed by them to Mr. Brew, they 
expressly repudiated any connection with the Germans. 

The next incident was the arrival at Victoria, on the 12th October, of the German 

-boat “ Habicht,” with the Governor, Baron von Soden, on beard. It was reported 
that “he had come to serve Victoria as Victoria had served Batoki,” and the little 
Colony was filled with trepidation at the alleged threat. A letter was dispatched by 
the President of the Governing Council to the Governor on board the “Habicht.” 
Mr. Pinnock, a Baptist missionary, and one or two members of the Council, also attended 
on the Governor, after his return from a flying visit to the Batoki villages, and in conversa- 
tion with them he informed the Victoria Council that if they wished the matter to end 
js gama they must immediately restore all the Batoki prisoners, and pay a fine 
of 501. 

In fear of the consequences attending a refusal of these terms, the Victoria people 
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accepted the Governor’s ultimatum, whereupon he addressed them the inclosed letter, 
accompanied, as they did not understand German, by a translation into English. 

Of this fine of 501., 40/7. have been already paid. Until receiving your Lordship’s 
instructions, I have directed the Governing Council of Victoria not to pay the last instal- 
ment of the fine (10/.), which is now due. 

I feel constrained to remark, in conclusion, that the two Swedes, MM. Valdan 
and Knutson, to whom the Governing Council of Victoria are invited to address them- 
selves in the event of disturbances arising beyond the British frontier, are scarcely 
suitable persons to be intrusted with the entire charge of German interests in the large 
district stretching between Bimbia and the Rio del Rey. Their circumstances compel 
them, unfortunately, to live in great penury; they possess, consequently, no influence 
whatever with the natives, and they are, I am informed, scarcely acquainted with any 
language but their own. 

The German officials of late, however, have shuwn such a sincere desire to live on 
good terms with British residents in the Cameroons that I doubt not some better 


arrangement will soon be made. 
I have, &c. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 


UTE 


Inclosure 1 in No. 76. 
Mr. Brew to Vice-Consul Johnston. 


(Extract.) Victoria, Ambas Bay, January 29, 1886. 
I HAVE the honour to forward you an account of the affair between Victoria and 
Batoki, which nearly brought us into collision with the German Government at the 


Cameroons. 
x Eq * * € * 


In the end of September 1885 the Court sent a number of men (to Batoki) with 
orders not to kill any one, but to try and bring away as many prisoners as they could 
take, hoping thereby to induce their countrymen to come and sue for peace and sign an 
Agreement giving some security for their good behaviour in future. In the scuffle that 
took place we had one of our men killed, and they one. Our men partly destroyed the 
towns and brought away several prisoners and some property. About a fortnight after 

12th October) we received private intelligence that the German Government at 

ameroons claimed Batoki as under their Protectorate, and had decided to send a gun- 
boat down here to shell this place without any notice, in retaliation for our action at 
Batoki. This intelligence nearly caused a panic. The Court sent off the same night to 
Fernando Po a letter addressed to Commander Craigie, of Her Majesty’s ship ‘ Flirt,” 
or the officer commanding any of Her Majesty’s cruizers, informing him of the intelli- 
gence we had received, and begging him to come across without delay. 

Two days after (the 14th October) the German gun-boat “ Habicht,” from 
Cameroons, with the Governor on board, came in. A letter from the Court explaining 
matters was immediately sent off to the Governor. In that letter no allusion whatever 
was made to the information we had privately received. ..... 

The Governor (Baron von Soden) sent us a verbal reply by our messenger that it 
was not his fault that we had not been officially apprised of the change of nationality in 
regard to Batoki; it was the fault of our Government. He further said that he came 
with the intention of serving us as we had served Batoki—to fire upon us without notice. 
- Having, however, received our letter of explanation, he was willing to talk the matter 
over with us, but we must first give up our prisoners to him at once. The prisoners were 
accordingly sent on board. Next morning the “ Habicht” steamed away to Batoki and 
returned here in the afternoon. The Governor again sent us a verbal message by 
Mr. Pinnock to the effect that he was willing to settle the matter peaceably if we would 
consent to compensate the Batoki for the losses they had suffered, and to sign @ 
promissory note to pay within a given time. There being no Consul on the coast, and 
no English man-of-war within call, we felt there was nothing for it but to accept this 
ultimatum ; accordingly the indemnity was fixed at 501., to be paid in three instalments, 
the third and last being due on the 1st March ensuing. 


———— re 








17 


will be entitled to take the necessary measures; however, I leave it to the Court of 
Equity to put himself in direct communication with the undersigned Governor. 
(Signed) SODEN. 








No. 77. 
Vice-Consul Johnston to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received May 24.) 


(No. 9. Africa.) 
My Lord, Mondole Island, April 4, 1886. 

AS mentioned in my despatch No. 6, Africa, I returned to my Vice-Consular 
district of the Cameroons on the 12th March ultimo, after an absence of six weeks, 
employed in visiting certain of the Oil Rivers in conjunction with Mr. Consul Hewett. I 
had not intended to return to Cameroons so soon, but owing to information I received 
by the mail-steamers of the state of affairs on the frontier of Victoria, I laid the question 
before the consideration of Mr. Consul Hewett, and he was of opinion that I had better 
proceed forthwith to Mondole. ; ag SS 

A few weeks ago the Germans endeavoured to obtain satisfaction from “ Money,” a 
Chief of Bimbia, for three murders committed by his own hands, one or more of the 
victims being German subjects. 

“ Money” treated their demands with insolent contempt, and the German Governor 
therefore ordered the bombardment of his town, warning being previously given to the 
non-combatants to withdraw. No loss of life ensued, but “Money ” Town was utterly 
destroyed, and its Chief abandoned his personal property and fled into the forest. Here 
he still keeps up a guerilla warfare, and endeavours as far as possible to stop any trade 
between the people living behind Bimbia and the Germans. As he threatened at one 
time to cross the frontier of the British possession of Victoria, and there seek fresh 
supplies to enable him to carry on his struggle, and as many of his armed followers had 
already entered the territory of Victoria, and seemed likely to form a disturbing element 
in the middle of a peaceful population, it was very necessary that I should take some 
precautions for the maintenance of tranquillity on British territory, and for the prevention 
of any assistance being rendered to those with whom the Germans were at war. 

In order to check the indiscriminate use of fire-arms (which, besides rendering 
quarrels easy, has often given rise of late to lamentable accidents), Consul Hewett advised 
me to institute a gun licence in Victoria, which should be made compulsory on all persons. 
possessing or using fire-arms. 

Accordingly, soon after my arrival at Mondole, I summoned all the Chiefs of the 
territory of Ambas Bay to meet me at the Court-house in Victoria, and when they were 
assembled I informed them (after consultation with the members of the ‘Court,’ or 
Governing Council) that, from the 31st March henceforward, all persons possessing or 
using any kind of fire-arm would be required to take out a licence, which licence would 
cost the value of half-a-crown in goods, and expire on the 31st March annually. After 
hearing the reasons for this Regulation, the Chiefs gave in their entire adhesion to the 
resolution of the Governing Council. ated 

As the little Settlement of Victoria is, at present, utterly without funds for the 
payment of its few public expenses, the indemnity of 40/. paid to the Germans* having 
exhausted the exchequer, I have given permission to the Governing Council (who are at 
the trouble and expense of collecting this tax) to apply, for the present, to local 
expenditure whatever sums may accrue from the sale of gun licences. An account of such 
sums received shall be duly forwarded to your Lordship, who, I trust, will favour me with 
instructions as to this question of the appropriation of moneys collected in the territory of 
Victoria. All fines which I have had, or may have, to levy on native Chiefs inhabiting 
this territory I shall pay over to Her Majesty’s Government; but at present I do 
not prevent the Governing Council of Victoria from collecting and expending such local 
dues or taxes as it may see reasonable cause to raise from among the inhabitants of this 
Colony for purposes of public utility. 

I also seized the occasion of this meeting with the Chiefs to inform them that in 
future neither trials for witchcraft nor internecine fighting would be permitted on British 
territory. 

The former, with their attendant outbursts of savage fury and sickening cruelty, are 
continually convulsing the native communities, and profit no one but the Chiefs and 


* Vide despatch No, 8. 
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medicine-men, who enrich themselves with the “Court fees;"* and the latter, by 
provoking constant acts of “vendetta,” give rise to a feeling of insecurity, and hamper 
free intercourse and trade between the coast and the interior. 

After some deliberation, all the Chiefs assembled agreed that these were wise 
Regulations ; but in regard to trials for witchcraft, they assured me solemnly that, if they 
were immediately abolished without any further safeguard to protect the people’s lives 
from sorcery, the country would be depopulated in a year. Consequently, they entreated 
me to cause all the inhabitants of the Colony to take oath before me that they would in 
future have no dealings with magic in any form. As this precaution seemed to set every 
one at ease, and removed all possible excuse (in their eyes) for disobeying the Regulation, 
I consented, and in my visits of inspection to different portions of the British territory of 
Ambas Bay I have gradually assembled the inhabitants of the chief centres of population, 
and caused them to swear in the manner desired. Most mountain races are superstitious, 
but the people of the Cameroon highlands are so to a terrible degree, so that their lives 
are rendered miserable by their imaginary fears. Clearing the dense, dank forests that 
surround them, cutting many roads through the wilderness, and encouraging constant 
intercourse and trade with the coast, will do much to cure them and brighten their 
lives. 

On causing all the Chiefs to assemble in the manner and for the reasons above- 
stated, as it was for most of them their first occasion of meeting me in my Consular 
capacity, I was informed that it was the custom to give each Chief a small complimentary 
present. For this reason I distributed among them certain gifts, which are catalogued 
in the schedules of despatch No. 7. I would ask your Lordship to sanction the 
repayment by the Government of this small expenditure, which, together with the 
presents given to the “ King” of Mondole for the clearing and acquiring of a site for 
my official residence, amounts to about 51. 

T am glad to be able to report that at the present time the general condition of the 
settlement of Ambas Bay is most encouraging, and offers an agreeable contrast to the 
insecurity and strife which prevail in the neighbouring German territory. I am gratified 
to find that respect and affection for British rule ae 5 influence even the interior tribes, 
that it is quite possible to govern this country without recourse to force. Ancient 
quarrels and blood feuds have been amicably settled by my friendly advice between 
Mukunda and Boana, Bota and Victoria, Bongala and Dibanda. Roads are being volun- 
tarily cut through the forest from town to town, fresh spaces are in process of clearing 
for the planting of cacao, and on the whole trade is decidedly reviving. It is an 
ge fact to remember, that in the territory of Victoria provisions are much cheaper 
and more abundant than on the Cameroons River. One is here almost independent of 
the outside world for food, and only luxuries need be imported. 

At the risk of being wearisome, I would again endeavour to impress on your Lordship 
the great natural advantages possessed by the territory of Victoria, and to deprecate its 
abandonment to the Germans, who seem utterly unable to utilize their present posses- 
sions. Here might easily be established a coaling-station in lieu of that at Fernando 
Po, 28 miles away. I would venture to remind your Lordship that in time of war both 
the coaling-stations of Fernando Po and Loanda would be closed to our ships, and there 
would and could be no safe harbour for them to coal between Sierra Leone and Cape 
Town unless Ambas Bay, at present a British possession, is utilized. ‘Nhe bars at the 
mouths of the Oil Rivers would deter the larger vessels of the squadron from entering, 
and the shores of these rivers would be too unhealthy for any prolonged stay of the 
fleet. In Ambas Bay you have great depth of water near the shore, safe anchorage, and 
one of the healthiest spots on the West Coast of Africa. 

I should be glad to learn that some arrangement has been come to with the 
Baptist Mission for the sale or rental of Mondole Island. 

I have effected such advantageous alterations on the island since my arrival, by 
clearing, planting, cutting roads, &c., that I am afraid when the real value of the site 
comes to be known its price will naturally increase. Mondole Island, from its secure 
landing-place, fertile soil, good drinking-water, healthy climate, and strategical position 
cannot long remain uncoveted. . 

Inasmuch as the Germans have definitely declined to purchase the Mission territory, 
there remains no further excuse, save ill-will, to prevent the Baptist Mission from selling 
or leasing the island to Her Majesty’s Government. 

Trusting to learn your Lordship’s views on this matter, I have, 


&e. 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 
* According to the native custom, whenever a woman is accused of witchcraft and swallows the poisonous 


decoction but does not die, she becomes the property of the medicine-man ; consequently, this functionary lavishes 
accusations of sorcery on ail women whom he desires. 
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No. 78. 


Mr. T. 8. Rogerson to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received May 25.) 


Liverpool African Association, 8 8, Exchange Buildings, 
My Lord, Liverpool, May 24, 1886. 

I AM instructed by the Opobo Committee of the Liverpool African Association to 
express their entire approval of the steps taken by the Consul in that river (Opobo) in 
dealing with Ja Ja, who, they hear by advices from the coast, has petitioned Her 
Majesty’s Government in opposition to the Consul’s action. 

‘he Committee respectfully hope that Her Majesty’s Government will confirm the 
- proceedings of the Consul, which the Committee are convinced will conduce very much 
to the promotion of British wPrene that ps 

ave, &c. 


(Signed) _ T. STANLEY ROGERSON, Chairman. 
TL RCI Rete ane EE RI SIL CURMIIOII  o l ee 
No. 79. 
Sir J. Pauncefote to Mr. C. L. Peel. 


Sir, Foreign Office, May 25, 1886. 
WITH reference to the letter from this Office of the 13th ultimo, and your letter 
of the 10th instant, I am directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you herewith 
a copy of a Memorandum by the Lord Chancellor on the draft of the Charter which 
it is proposed to grant to the National African Company, together with a copy of 
that draft amended in accordance therewith ; and I am to request that you will move 
the Lord President to cause the amended draft to be substituted for that originally 
transmitted in my letter of the 13th ultimo, and to be submitted as early as possible 
to the Committee of the Privy Council. 
Iam, &e, 
(Signed) JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 
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Inclosure in No. 79. 


Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith. 


To all to whom these presents shall come greeting : 


WHEREAS an humble Petition has been presented to Us in Our Council by the 
National African Company (Limited), of 34 to 40, Ludgate Hill, in the City of London, 
hereinafter referred to as “ the Company.” 

And whereas the said Petition states (among other things) that the Petitioner 
Company was incorporated in the year 1882, under the Companies Acts, 1862 to 1880, 
as a Company limited by shares. And that the capital of the Company is 1,000,000/., 
divided into 100,000 shares of 101. each, with power to increase. And 91,675 of such 
shares have been subscribed for and issued; and a further 6,000 of such shares have 
been subscribed for, and are about to be issued, making in all 97,675 of such shares. 
And that the objects of the Company as declared by the Memorandum of Association 
of the Company are (amongst others) the following, that is to say :— 

To carry on business and to act as merchants, bankers, traders, commission agents, 
shipowners, carriers, or in any other capacity, in the United Kingdom, Africa, 
or elsewhere, and to import, export, buy, sell, barter, exchange, pledge, make 
advances upon or otherwise deal in goods, produce, articles, and merchandize, 
according to the custom of merchants, or otherwise. 

To form or acquire and carry on trading stations, factories, stores, and depéts in 
Africa or elsewhere, and to purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire, carry on, 
develop, or improve any business, or any real or personal property in the 
United Kingdom, Africa, or elsewhere, or any undivided or other interest 
whatsoever therein respectively. 

To apply for, acquire, and hold any charters, Acts of Parliament, privileges, 
monopolies, licences, concessions, patents, or other rights or powers from the 


&0 


British Government, or any other Government or State, or any potentate or 

local or other authority in Africa or elsewhere ; to exercise, carry on, and work 

any powers, rights, or privileges so obtained ; and to constitute or incorporate 

oe Company as an anonymous or other Society in any foreign country or 
tate. 

To purchase or otherwise acquire, open, and work mines, forests, quarries, fisheries, 
and manufactories; and to stock, cultivate, and improve any of the lands of 

the Company, erect buildings thereon, and sell the produce thereof. 

To do all other things whatsoever, whether of the like or other nature, which the 
Company may consider in any way incidental or conducive to the foregoing 
objects or any of them. 

And whereas the Petition further states that the Kings, Chiefs, and peoples of various 
territories in the basin of the River Niger in Africa, fully recognizing, after many years’ 
experience, the benefits accorded to their countries by their intercourse with the Company 
and their predecessors, have ceded the whole of their respective territories to the 
Company by various Acts of Cession, specified in the schedule hereto. 

And whereas, in consideration of such cessions the Company agreed, amongst other 
things, not to interfere with any of the native laws and not to encroach on or to interfere 
with any private property unless the value should be agreed upon by the owner and the 
said Company, and payment made of such value. 

And whereas the petitioners further state that the Company since their incorpora- 
tion have been actively engaged in carrying into effect the objects stated in the aforesaid 
Memorandum of Association, and have purchased the business of all European traders 
in the regions aforesaid, and are now the sole European traders there, and are now 
engaged in developing the resources of such regions, and in extending trade further into 
the interior. 

And whereas the Petition further states that the Company and their predecessors, 

whose businesses they purchased, have during many years past expended large sums of 
money and made great exertions in and about acquiring the confidence of the said 
native Kings, Chiefs, and peoples, which have resulted in the said cessions of territory, 
and large expenditure will be incurred in carrying the same into effect and discharging 
the obligations arising thereunder. 
’ And whereas the Petition further states that the condition of the natives inhabiting 
the aforesaid territories would be materially improved, and the development of such 
territories and those contiguous thereto, and the civilization of their peoples would be 
greatly advanced if We should think fit to confer on the Company, and the Petitioner 
Company therefore most humbly pray that We will be graciously pleased to grant by 
Our Royal Charter authority to accept the full benefit of the several cessions aforesaid, 
and all such other powers and authorities in relation to the premises as to Us may 
seem meet, subject, nevertheless, to such conditions as We may think fit to impose. 

And whereas the Petition further states that if such authority were conferred on the 
Petitioner Company they would thereby be enabled to render to Our dominions services 
of much value, and to promote the commercial prosperity of many of Our subjects. 

Now, therefore, We, having taken the said Petition into our Royal consideration in 
our Council, and being satisfied that the intentions of the Petitioner Company are 
praiseworthy, and deserve encouragement, do hereby will, ordain, grant, and declare as 
follows, that is to say :-— 


Authorization to Company. 


1. The said National African Company, Limited (in this Our Charter referred to as 
the Company), is hereby authorized and empowered to hold and retain the full benefit of 
the several cessions aforesaid, or any of them, and all rights, interests, authorities, and 
powers for the purposes of government, preservation of public order, protection of the 
said territories, or otherwise of what nature or kind soever, under or by virtue thereof, or 
resulting therefrom, and ceded to or vested in the Company in, over, or affecting the 
territories, lands, and property comprised in those several cessions, or in, over, or 
affecting any territories, lands, or property in the neighbourhood of the same, and to 
hold, use, enjoy, and exercise the same territories, lands, property, rights, interests, 
authorities, and powers respectively for the purposes of the Company, and on the terms 
of this Our Charter. 


Fulfilment by Company of Promises given. 


2. The Company shall be bound by and shall fulfil all and singular the stipulations 
on their part contained in the Acts of Cession aforesaid, subject to any webeguiend 
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lawful means, other rights, interests, authorities, or powers of any kind or nature 
whatever, in, over, or affecting the territories, lands, or property comprised in the 
several Treaties aforesaid, or any rights, interests, authorities, or powers of any kind or 
nature whatever in, over, or affecting other territories, lands, or property in the region 
aforesaid, and to hold, use, enjoy, and exercise the same for the purposes of the Company 
and on the terms of this Our Charter. 


Questions of Title. 


13. If at any time Our Secretary of State thinks fit to object to the exercise by the 
Company of any authority or power within any part of the territories comprised in the 
several cessions aforesaid, or otherwise acquired by the Company on the ground of there 
being an adverse claim to that part, the Company shall defer to that objection. 


Prohibition of Monopoly. 


14. Nothing in this Our Charter shal! be deemed to authorize the Company to set 
up or grant any monopoly of trade; and subject only to customs duties and charges as 
hereby authorized, and to restrictions on importation similar in character to those appli- 
cable in Our United Kingdom, trade with the Company’s territories under Our protection 
shall be free, and there shall be no differential treatment of the subjects of any 
Power as to settlement or access to markets, but foreigners alike with British subjects 
will be subject to administrative dispositions in the interests of commerce and of order. 

The customs duties and charges hereby authorized shall be levied and applied solely 
for the purpose of defraying the necessary expenses of government, including the adminis- 
tration of justice, the maintenance of order, and the performance of Treaty obligations, 
as herein mentioned, and including provision to such extent and in such manner as Our 
Secretary of State may from time to time allow for repayment of expenses already incurred 
for the like purposes or otherwise, in relation to the acquisition, maintenance, and 
execution of Treaty rights. ; 7 

The Company from time to time, either periodically or otherwise, as may be directed 
by Our Secretary of State, shall furnish accounts and particulars in'such form, and verified 
in such manner as he requires, of the rates, incidence, collection, proceeds, and applica- 
tion of such duties, and shall give effect to any direction by him as to any modification of 
the description, rate, incidence, collection, or application of any such duties, 


Conformity to Treaties. 


15. The Company shall be subject to and shall perform, observe, and undertake all 
the obligations and stipulations relating to the River Niger, its affluents, branches, and 
outlets, or the territories neighbouring thereto, or situate in Africa, contained in and 
undertaken by Ourselves under the General Act of the Conference of the Great Powers 
at Berlin, dated the 26th February, 1885, or in any other Treaty, Agreement, or 
Arrangement between Ourselves and any other State or Power, whether already made or 
hereafter to be made. 


Foreign Jurisdiction. 


16. In all matters relating to the observance of the last preceding Article or to the 
exercise within the Company’s territories for the time being of any jurisdiction exer- 
cisable by Us under the Foreign Jurisdiction Acts, or the said General Act of the 
26th February, 1885, the Company shall conform to and observe and carry out all 
such directions as may from time to time be given in that behalf by Our Secretary of 
State, and the Company shall, at their own expense, appoint all such officers to perform 
such duties and provide such Courts and other requisites for the administration of 
justice as he directs. 


General Provisions. 


And we do further will, ordain, and declare that this Our Charter shall be acknow- 
ledged by our Governors, and Our naval and military officers, and Our Consuls, and Our 
other officers, in Our Colonies and possessions, and on the high seas, and elsewhere, and 
they shall severally give full force and effect to this Our Charter, and shall recognize and 
be in all lawful things aiding to the Company and its officers. 

And we do further will, ordain, and declare that this Our Charter shall be taken, 
construed, and adjudged in the most favourable and beneficial sense for and to the best 
advantage of the Company, as well in Our Courts in Our United Kingdom, and in Our 
Courts in Our Colonies or possessions, and in Our Courts in foreign countries, as else- 
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acquainted with the fact that Earl Granville, acting on behalf of the British Government, 
in a despatch to the German Ambassador, dated Foreign Office, the 29th April, 1885, 
(No. 2), made an express exception relative to Victoria and Ambas Bay in favour of the 
rights of the Baptist Missionary Society, Her Majesty’s Government stating they could 
not ee to transfer this territory to German jurisdiction without the consent of the 
said Society. 

Lord Granville further stated that if the German Government should be able to 
come to a satisfactory arrangement with the Baptist Missionary Society, there being ne 
political question involved, the difficulty as to the cession of Victoria and Ambas Bay 
would disappear, and Her Majesty’s Government would be ready to agree to this territory 
being included in the territories to be placed, in accordance with the arrangement, under 
German protection ; and on the 7th May Count Minster, on behalf of the Imperial 
German Government, accepted Lord Granville’s terms, as is seen by his despatch No. 4, 
Count Miinster stating that, as soon as an understanding could be come to with the 
Baptist Missionary Society with regard to the territory, it could be included in the 
territories to be placed under German protection. 

On the 13th May Lord Granville wrote to the Baptist Missionary Society, and 
informed the Committee that he would at once direct Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Berlin to communicate with the German Government, and ascertain their views as to 
overtures which the Baptist Missionary Society were disposed to make for withdrawal 
from their Settlement at Victoria and Ambas Bay, provided they could secure reasonable 
compensation on the basis specified in the letter of theSecretary of the Baptist Missionary 
Society addressed to Lord Granville on the 4th May. ) 

On the 2nd June of last year Lord Granville informed the Baptist Missionary 
Society that Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin reported he had reason to believe that 
the German Government did not feel themselves in a position to enter into direct 
negotiations with the Baptist Missionary Society for the purchase of their territory at 
Ambas Bay and Victoria, but the Imperial Government was prepared to use its good 
offices for facilitating the sale of the said territory to some German Society to establish 
itself in Ambas Bay. 

Her Britannic Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin further stated that it was expedient 
in the first instance that some information should be given by the Society in more precise 
and detailed a manner through Her Majesty’s Government of the value of the said 
property, and the terms upon which the Baptist Missionary Society would be willing to 
sell; and Lord Granville concluded his despatch by stating that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment would be ready to convey to the German Government, through the Embassy in 
Berlin, any communications that the Baptist Missionary Society might be willing to 
supply in response to the invitations of the German Government. 

On the 27th June the Marquis of Salisbury acknowledged the receipt of a letter 
from the Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society, dated the 17th June, with regard 
to the specific terms upon which the Society would be disposed to sell their property at 
Victoria and Ambas Bay, and the Marquis informed the Committee that a copy of such 
communication had been sent to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin with instructions 
to communicate the substance of it to the Imperial German Government. 

On the 19th August the Marquis of Salisbury, in a letter addressed to the Secretary 
of the Baptist Missionary Society, informed the Committee that Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Berlin had reported that the Syndicate for West Africa in Hamburgh found 
themselves unable to open negotiations on the basis of the terms proposed by the 
Society, as they considered the sum suggested for the purchase in excess of the actual 
value of the property. 

On the 12th September the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society informed 
the Marquis of Salisbury that they would be glad to know upon what terms the Ham- 
burgh Syndicate would be prepared to negotiate for the Victoria and Ambas Bay 
territory, and that, should the proposal be in harmony with the views of the Imperial 
Government, the Baptist Missionary Society were prepared to send a duly accredited 
agent to Berlin to conduct any negotiations for the purchase on the spot, upon the 
understanding that the terms previously communicated to the Imperial Government 
should be considerably modified, 

On the ist January, 1886, the Marquis of Salisbury informed the Committee of the 
Baptist Missionary Society that on the 14th December, 1885, a despatch had been 
received from Mr. Scott, Her Majesty’s Chargé d’Affaires at Berlin, forwarding the 
translation of a note communicated to him by the German Government, dealing with the 
proposal made by the Baptist Missionary Society for the sale of the territory at Victoria 
and Ambas Bay. 
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Mr. Scott in this communication stated that Count Bismarck explains in this no 
that the German Government were acting as intermediaries between the Baptist 
Missionary Society and the German Society interested in the purchase, viz., the 
Evangelical Missionary Society at Bremen. 

Count Bismarck further stated in this note that missienaries from the Basle 
Missionary Society had been sent to the West Coast to inquire into the circumstances of 
the case on the spot, and to formulate certain proposals, The opinion of such Deputa- 
tion, it was stated, was awaited before negotiations could again be opened with the 
Baptist Missionary Society. 

The German note further suggested that Her Majesty’s Government might 
possibly be able to induce the Society to considerably lower their terms, and thus 
expedite matters, and the despatch closed with the following :— 

“ A definite reply is promised so soon as the Report from the Basle missionaries has 
been received.” : 

Early in April a communication was received by the Baptist Missionary Society 
from the President of the Basle Mission, Dr. Ochler, announcing the receipt of the 
Report of the West Coast Deputation, and of the willingness of the Basle Committee to 
open up communication with a view to arriving at some mutually satisfactory conclusion. 
A subsequent communication asked for definite terms with regard to the purchase. In 
reply to this, definite terms were agreed upon by my Committee and forwarded to 
Dr. Ochler. These terms, however, included, in addition to the purchase of the Mission 
buildings, the purchase of the territory of Ambas Bay and Victoria, the Committee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society feeling that they could not separate the two. These 
terms were very considerably lower than those previously communicated to the Imperial 
Government of Germany, the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society feeling that 
every generous concession ought to be made to a kindred Society engaged in a similar 
enterprise. To this communication the Committee received last week a reply from the 
Basle Mission, indicating that they were not prepared to accept the terms mentioned by. 
the Baptist Missionary Society, as they desired only the Mission buildings, and were not 
anxious to obtain possession of the territory of Victoria and Ambas Bay, and that there- 
fore, under these circumstances, the negotiations between the two Societies must be 
considered as at a standstill. 

I have been instructed by my Committee to trouble your Lordship with this 
retrospect of negotiations with a view to putting before your Lordship very briefly the 
present position of affairs; and, in view of the present position, I am instructed very 
respectfully to ask the good offices of Her Majesty’s Government, and especially of your 
Lordship, 1s Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, that you 
would be good enough to secure from the Imperial Government of Germany a definite 
reply to the following question :— 

Is it the desire of the Imperial Government of His Majesty the Emperor of 
Germany to continue any further negotiations, having in view the purchase of the 
territory of Victoria and Ambas Bay ? 

Having regard to the statement made by Count Bismarck, as communicated in Lord 
Salisbury’s letter of the lst January, to the effect that “a definite reply by the Imperial 
Government was promised so soon as the Report from the Basle Deputation had been 
received,” the Committee feel that the time has now arrived when they may legitimately 
hope for a definite reply from the Imperial Government to this question, as without the 
receipt of this definite reply the Committee’s hands are tied, and the whole work of the 
Mission is held in solution. 

In the second place, | am directed by my Committee very respectfully to ask your 
Lordship for a reply to the following question :— 
| Should the Imperial Government of His Majesty the Emperor of Germany decline 
to continue any further negotiations for the purchase of the territory of Victoria and 
Ambas Bay, will the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society be free to open negotia- 
tions with any ather Power or Parties for the sale of the territory in question, as already 
there have been inquiries with regard to it, and the Committee cannot but think that 
should the Imperial Government decline to take further steps for its possession, their 
hands ought to be free to negotiate with any other Power or Parties desiring to purchase 
the said territory. 

The Committee venture to hope that your Lordship will see the importance of these 
questions, and that your Lordship will be so good as to use your great influence in 
securing for them a reply at the earliest possible convenience, so that the Committee may 
be tree to take definite action, which they have not been able to do during the conduct 
of these negotiations, extending now over more than a year and a-quarter. 

[607 | Z 
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In times gone by it was customary at Bonny for the King to open an agent’s trade, for 
which he received a large present, nor was it unusual for agents to give presents of smaller 
value, called “ shake hands,” to Chiefs; but before Ja Ja ran away eas Bonny the former 
custom had been abolished, and the latter has since died out. I should mention that 
Ja Ja did not institute this obligatory payment of 7 puncheons until some few years 
after he was established at Opobo. Iwas asked by Ja Ja to inquire of Oko Jumbo in 
Bonny if it was not custo for merchants on their first establishing to make certain 
presents as “shake hands.” I have asked Oko and the traders likewise, and I find it is 
not the case. ; 

The terms of the Treaty with Ja Ja of the 4th January, 1873, are very precise in 
providing that “comey” only is to be paid by our traders. Article IT says: “The British 
traders in the River Opobo shall pay the same amount of ‘comey’ as British traders in 
Bonny. No tax or impost shall be placed on them,” &. 

Taking into consideration the evidence and the facts of the case, I arrived at the 
conclusion that Ja Ja had been exacting the payments in question, knowing that he was 
violating his Treaty engagements. I therefore ordered him to refund the amounts he had 
unjustly obtained from the traders, and I imposed on hima fine of 30 puncheons of 
palm oil for his wilful infraction of the Treaty. 

I need not trouble your Lordship with details of the other two questions on which I 

ve a decision. The complaint that a canoe conveying the mail to Bonny had been 
stopped by Opobo men while passing through the Andoney country was investigated by 
me and deferred, as I thought I might obtain at Bonny some evidence bearing on the 


The report mentioned in Sir V. Lister’s despatch No. 9, received after my departure 
from Opobo, that Ja Ja had removed the British flag from places where it had been 
hoisted, was not referred to by the traders at Opobo in laying their grievances before me ; 
so I hope there was some mistake in the rumour, or that the matter had been satisfactorily 
explained, and for that reason it was not brought to my notice. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) EDWARD HYDE HEWETT. 





Inclosure in No. 82. 


Decision of Her Majesty’s Consul on Matters of Complaint brought before him by the 
European Agents and Ja Ja on March 24, 1886. 


[See Inclosure 1 in No. 74.] 


—— a 
No. 88. 


King Ja Ja to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received June 1.) 


My Lord, Opobo River, April 19, 1886. 

I BEG most respectfully to inclose your Lordship copy of letter from Mr. Hooper, 
one of the old traders who has been with me in this river, to enable your Lordship to 
verify the veracity of my statement, with hopes to receive a reply shortly respecting the 
30 puncheons of palm oil which Consul Hewett have unlawfully made me to pay. 


I have, &c. 
(Signed) KING JA JA. 
(And Chiefs.) 





Inclosure in No. 83. 
Mr. R. Hooper to Consul Hewett. 


Dear Sir, 7 Opobo River, April 19, 1886. 
HAVING asked by King Ja Ja whether the 7 puncheons paid to him at opening 

trade was compulsory or not for opening trade, I can only say that as far as I was 

concerned, it was given to him as a “ shake hands for his trade, and that has been of this 


river and Bonny for the past thirty years, and I know myself that agents now in this river 
have paid more than 7 puncheons to different traders, and they certainly did not pull 
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General Secretary of the Baptist Missionary Society,* in which he recapitulates the 
negotiations which have taken place with a view to the sale by his Society of their 
property at Victoria, Ambas Bay, and expresses their anxiety to be informed whether the 
German Government are still desirous of continuing negotiations in the matter, or 
whether, as Mr. Baynes seems to consider, the failure which has hitherto attended them is 
to be held to be final. 

I have to request your Excellency to communicate the substance of Mr. Baynes’ 
letter to Count Bismarck, and to ascertain from him the views entertained by the German 
Government. 

I inclose also copy of a reply which has been returned to ae fewer the 

am, &e. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 88. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Mr. A. H. Baynes. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 5, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 26th ultimo on the subject of the negotiations which have taken place for the sale by 
your Society of their property at Victoria, Ambas Bay; and I am, in reply, to inform 
you that a copy of your letter has been forwarded to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
Berlin, who has been instructed to ascertain from the German Government whether they 
are desirous of continuing the negotiations, or whether they look upon the failure which 
has hitherto attended them as final. 

With regard to that portion of your letter in which you express the desire enter- 
tained by the Society to be informed whether, in the event of the German Government 
declining to continue negotiations, they may consider that they are at liberty to negotiate 
with any other Power, am to inform you that Her Majesty’s Government would not 
interfere with a private sale, but that it would be manifestly impossible for a private 
Society to transfer property to the jurisdiction of a foreign Power not having a Treaty of 
Cession with Her Majesty’s Government. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 
sls esc 


No. 89. 


Sir Villers Lister to Mr. Meade. 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you Revenith to be laid before 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, copy of a despatch from Mr. Johnston, Her 
Majesty’s Vice-Consul for Cameroons, relative to the German bombardment of Bimbia 
and the state of affairs on the frontier of Victoria. + 

It will be perceived from Mr. Johnston’s despatch that the Governing Council of 
Victoria have, as a protective measure, instituted a gun licence of 2s. 6d. per person, and 
propose to devote to local expenditure’ the sums accruing from this tax. 

In laying this letter before Earl Granville, I am to request you to move his Lord- 
ship to cause Lord Rosebery to be furnished with his opinion as to the proposed employ- 
ment of the sums to be received for gun licences, 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


* No. 80. t No. 77. 
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Sir Villiers Lister to Mr. A. H. Baynes. 
(Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 7, 1886, 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch 
from Mr. Johnston, Her Majesty’s Vice-Consul for Cameroons, relative to the German 
bombardment of Bimbia and the state of affairs on the frontier of Victoria.* 

This despatch, which is of a confidential nature, is not a publication. 


am, &c. | 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





No. 91. 
The Earl of Rosebery to Count Hatzfeldt. 


M. l Ambassadeur, Foreign Office, June 8, 1886. 

I HAVE much pleasure in requesting your Excellency to state to the Imperial 
Government that Her Majesty’s Government fully appreciate the friendly spirit 
shown in their acceptance, communicated by you on the 15th ultimo, of the extended 
line of demarcation between the British and German spheres of interest on the 
Gulf of Guinea proposed by Sir E. Malet on the 7th November last. That line, as your 
Excellency correctly observed, would run diagonally from the point where it now 
terminates on the right bank of the rapids of the Cross River to such a point on the 
right bank of the River Benue, to the east of Gola, as may be found to be practically 
suited for the demarcation of a boundary. The line would terminate on the right bank 
of the Benue. 

It is understood that the German Government consider that the engagement 
should be recorded by an exchange of notes, the precedent being followed of the 
exchange which was made in April and May of last year between Earl Granville and 
Count Miinster. Her Majesty’s Government concur in the opinion that this will be the 
best course to adopt. 


I have, &e. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 





No. 92. 


The Earl of Rosebery to Sir E. Malet. 
(No. 159. Africa.) 
Sir, Foreign Office, June 8, 1886. 

COUNT HATZFELDT spoke to me on the 15th ultimo of the proposed extension 
of the line of demarcation between British and German spheres of interest in the 
neighbourhood of the Gulf of Guinea. 

His Excellency said that the Imperial Government, before answering the communi- 
cation made by your Excellency on the 7th November last, have deemed it expedient to 
await the settlement of the legal position and powers of the National African Company 
since the proceedings of the Company, especially their attempts to monopolize trade, had 
given rise to a series of complaints from German merchants. As the Charter, the draft 
of which had been forwarded to Berlin, established the fact that it will be open to traders 
of all countries to trade in the territories under the administration of the Company, the 
danger is, he observed, now averted of the exclusion of German merchants from partici- 
pation in the trade of the region under the Monopoly Treaties of this Company. He 
had consequently been instructed to say that the Imperial Government are prepared to 
accept the line of extension running from the rapids of the Calabar to the Benue, in the 
vicinity of Gola, as proposed by Her Majesty’s Government. He was also to say that 
the Imperial Government agree that delimitation beyond the Benue is not advisable, 

~eonsidering the remoteness -of the regions north of that river, which are inhabited by 
warlike Mahommedan tribes. 

His Excellency made some remarks respecting German enterprise in the Benue, 
alluding to the visit of Dr. Barth to that river in 1851, and to the explorations of 
Dr. Flegel in 1880-84, with the view of opening it to commerce in the interest of the 
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German African Company. Dr. Flegel had, he said, been frequently in Wukari, the 
capital of Kororofa; as the first European visitor, had discovered the sources of the 
Benue, travelled from Wukari southward to the Adamaua country, and had everywhere 
contracted friendly relations in the interest of German commercial policy. His 
Excellency indicated in the map several places at which this traveller had made acquisi- 
tions of land, paving the way to such acquisitions by preliminary agreements with the 
native Chiefs at a time when the National African Company had acquired no rights in 
those territories. 

He added that he was directed to express the hope that if, notwithstanding this 

riority of German discovery and operations, the Imperial accepted the British proposal, 
Her Majesty’s Government would see therein a new proof of their readiness to meet 
them, and of their endeavours to obtain an understanding with reference to the spheres 
of influence of the two Powers in Africa. 

I promised that the communication should receive immediate consideration, and 
have since addressed to his Excellency the note, of which I inclose a copy,* expressing 
the satisfaction of Her Majesty’s Government at the acceptance of their proposal, and 
assenting to a suggestion which was afterwards made, that the agreement should, like 
the former one, be recorded in an exchange of notes. 


I am, &e. 
(Signed) ROSEBERY. 
ee ————————EEEE=E=E=====—_—_—_—_—=IE 


No. 93. 
Mr. A. H. Baynes to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received June 10.) 


Baptist Missionary Society, Baptist Mission House, 
My Lord, : 19, Furnival Street, Holborn, June 9, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to acknowledge 
with cordial thanks your Lordship’s letter dated Foreign Office, the 5th June, in which 
your Lordship is good enough to acknowledge the receipt of my letter dated the 
26th May last, and to inform the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society that a 
copy of the same has been forwarded to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Berlin, who has 
been instructed to ascertain from the German Government whether they are desirous of 
continuing the negotiations, or whether they look upon the failure which has hitherto 
attended them as final. On behalf of the Committee, I beg leave to thank your Lordship 
very respectfully for this communication. The Committee will now anxiously await the 
reply of the Imperial Government of Germany to this communication. 
| With every sentiment of respect, I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED HENRY BAYNES, 
General Secretary. 


et ie ea ea 


No. 94. 
Mr. A. H. Baynes to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received June 10.) 


Baptist Missionary Society, Baptist Mission House, 
My Lord, 19, Furnival Street, Holborn, June 9, 1886. 

I AM directed by the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to acknowledge 
your Lordship’s letter dated Foreign Office, June 7th, forwarding copy of a despatch 
from Mr. Vice-Consul Johnston, of the Cameroons, relative to the German bombardment 
of Bimbia and the state of affairs on the frontier of Victoria, this communication being of 
a confidential nature and not for publication. aa 

I am directed by the Committee of the Baptist Missionary Society to assure your 
Lordship that they greatly appreciate your Lordship’s kindness in forwarding this com- 
munication from Mr. Vice-Consul Johnston, which the Committee have read with very 
great interest. ; : 

Referring to this, I am directed by the Committee to respectfully direct your 
Lordship’s attention to a portion of this despatch in which Mr. Johnston says :— 

«JT would ask your Lordship to sanction the repayment by the Government of this 
small expenditure, which, together with the presents given to the ‘ King’ of Mondole 

for the clearing and acquiring of a site for my official residence, amounts to about 51.” 


* No. 91. 
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With regard to this, the Committee desire me to say that the Island of Mondole,. 
referred to by Mr. Johnston, is their absolute property, being part of the territory 
belonging to the Baptist Missionary Society, and acquired by them by purchase many 
years ago, as set forth in the deed of purchase already communicated to your Lordship, 
this purchase not only comprising the territory of Victoria and district, but the three 
islands in Ambas Bay, Mondole being one of them. This being so, the Committee of 
the Baptist Missionary Society desire me tu say that they can recognize no person under 
the designation of “ King,’ the person referred to under this designation by 
‘Mr. Johnston having only assumed such title and position very recently. The Committee 
deem it necessary at once to call your Lordship’s attention to this, and to very respect- 
fully protest against the recognition of any such person under such title. 

With very grateful thanks to your Lordship for your kindness and courtesy, and 
with every sentiment of respect, I have, &c. 

(Signed) ALFRED HENRY BAYNES, 


General Secretary. 
OO nnn ee mmmmmmmmemeess sess 
No. 95. 


Vice-Consul Johnston to the Earl of Rosebery.—(Received June 11.) 


(No. 11. Africa.) 
My Lord, Mondolé Island, April 29, 1886. 


AS already mentioned in my despatch No. 8, Africa, I directed the inhabitants of 
Victoria, as represented by their Governing Council, not to pay the remaining instalment 
of the fine inflicted on them by the German Governor in October last. This step was 
_ taken by the advice of Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra. 

On the 18th April Herr von Puttkamer, the Chancellor of the German Colony of 
the Cameroons, arrived here in a gun-boat, the “‘ Cyclops,” nominally to confer with me 
about some disturbances on the frontier, and also to fetch away some criminals who had 
fled from German territory and had been arrested by my orders on Victoria soil. As, 
however, I suspected he had also come to press for the payment of the remaining portion 
of the bond, and as I wished to inform him of the action I had taken, I invited him to. 
breakfast with me at Mondolé, and then explained to him that I could not authorize or 
enforce any further payments by the Victorians until I should receive instructions from 
your Lordship. He seemed quite satisfied at the time, but a few days afterwards I 
received the inclosed letters from himself and the Governor. 

I have the honour to forward the originals of these (with a translation of one), and 
also a copy of my reply to his Excellency Baron von Soden. 


Awaiting your Lordship’s instructions, I have, &c. 
(Signed) § H. H. JOHNSTON. 


Le 


Inclosure 1 in No. 95. 
The Governor of the Cameroons to Vice-Consul Johnston. 


(Translation.) 
Sir, Cameroons, April 21, 1886. 

I HAVE the honour herewith to transmit an authentic copy of a bond—the original 
being in my possession—according to which the members of the so-called Court of 
Equity of Victoria have bound themselves to pay me in a fixed period the sum of 50). 

Of these payments, the last, which fell due on the Ist March, still remains to be 
paid. Whereas numerous exhortations to pay the remainder of the bond have remained 
fruitless, and I cannot very well sue the Court of ane by itself, I therefore beg you, 
Sir, to hold the debtors to the speedy execution of their liabilities; and at the same 
time I desire to inform you that in the case of refusal I shall be obliged to obtain justice 


for myself. 
The Imperial Governor, 
(Signed) v. SODEN. 
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Inclosure 2 in No. 95. 
Bond. 


WE, the undersigned members of the Council of Victoria, in the name of the said 
Colony, hereby acknowledge that the inhabitants of Victoria owe to the Governor of 
Cameroons, as indemnity for arn a done to the Batoki people, the sum of 50/., and 
promise to pay to the agent of CG. Woermann in Victoria, or to his order, 20/. on the 
ist November of this year, 20/. on the Ist January, 1886, and 10/, on the Ist March, 
1886. 

Further, we promise to hand over to the above agent, on the Ist November of this 
year, the following goods, viz., one keg of powder, two guns, one canoe, one axe, and 


two dogs. YS 
Should we fail to fulfil our promise in due time, we are ready to bear the 


consequences. 
(Signed) SAML. RD. BREW, President, 
JOSEPH MICHAEL, his x mark, 
ISAAC J. JOHNSON, 
STEPHEN BURNLEY, his x mark, 
EDWARD WILLIAMS, his x mark, 
MERRELINA SYLVESTER, his x mark, 
JOSEPH WILSON, 
Members of Council, Victoria, 





Inclosure 3 in No. 95. 
Herr von Puttkamer to Vice-Consul Johnston. 


Dear Sir, Cameroons, April 21, 1886. 

I HAVE informed Baron von Soden of your proceedings concerning the payment 
of the resting 10/. by the Victoria Court. Baron von Soden sees the affair exactly in 
the same light as myself. The Victoria Court has, after the damages were done to the 
Batoki people, agreed that the Governor should settle it, and was rather glad to avoid in 
this way further annoyances. The same Court has given to the Governor a promissory 
note to the amount of 50/., the payment of which, as we understand, no Government on 
earth possibly could forbid. 

I also told the Governor about you being Administrator of the Colony of Victoria, 
and of the necessity to transact any business regarding Victoria in future only with you, 
The Governor is very happy about this very agreeable change. He would request you 
kindly to send him a statement of your position concerning Victoria, since the fact of 
Victoria being a real British Colony, under British administration, was not yet known 
to us. 

Believe me, &e. 
(Signed) von PUTTKAMER, 


Chancellor at Cameroons. 


Heenan eee eae TRE aT ITE A 


Inclosure 4 in No. 95. 
Vice-Consul Johnson to the Governor of the Cameroons. 


Sir, Mondolé Island, April 26, 1886. 

IL HAVE the honour hereby to acknowledge and answer the two communications, 
dated the 21st April, which I have received from your Excellency and from Herr von 
Puttkamer, the Chancellor of the German Colony of the Cameroons. 

I regret to inform your Excellency that, in pursuance of the instructions I have 
received, I am unable to enforce the payment of any further instalment by the Court of 
Equity of Victoria of the bond for 501. which they signed, by your Excellency’s orders, 
on the 16th October, 18865. 

Lord Rosebery, Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, desired me 
some little while ago to furnish him with a full Report on the subject, and this being 
‘now in his possession I have no doubt his Lordship is giving the matter his fullest 
consideration, and that he will shortly forward me instructions as to my procedure. 

(607 | 2 
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At the same time, I would venture to remind your Excellency that if the German 
Government of the Cameroons has an outstanding claim of 101. against the British 
Colony of Victoria the Court of Equity of that place has a counter-claim of 111. 15s. 
against the German Government for expenses incurred in the capture and maintenance 
of criminals who had fled from German territory into the Settlement of Victoria, or who 
had been lodged by German officials in the Victoria gaol. 

I feel sure that your Excellency, taking this into consideration, will be ¢ontent to let 
the matter of the Victoria bond fall into abeyance until I am enabled to communicate to 
your Excellency the decision of my Government. 

T have a great desire that the agreeable relations I have hitherto had with your 
Excellency may not be in any way modified by a differetiée of opinion on a point which 
is already referred for settlement to othér quarters, 

With regard to my official position in the British Colony of Victoria, about which a 
question is raised in Herr von Puttkamer’s lettér, 1 would infort your Excélléney that 
powers of administration in this place have always been exercised by Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Consuls and Vice-Consuls on this coast since its &¢quirement by the Baptist 
Mission. My immediate predecessor, Mr. Vice-Consul White, was Civil Commissioner 
of Victoria, and as such I succeed him in his functions. 

Herr von Puttkamer further writes (of your Excellency and of himself) that “the 
fact of Victoria being a real British Colony, under British administration, was not yet 
known fo us.” Considering the publicity given to the correspondence of the British and 
German Governments respecting the affairs of the Cameroons, in both the English Blue 
Books and the German White Book, this statement surprises me, and I can only conclude 
that your Excellency has not been provided with copies of these publications, and that 
in no other way has this correspondence been made known to you. I therefore venture 
to inclose, for your Excellency’s consideration, extracts from’ the lish Blue Books, 
Africa Nos. 1 and 2 (1885), respecting affairs in the Cameroons. I be ieve, but I cannot 
write with gees that most of this correspondenée is already published in a German 
White Book. 


I have, &c. eat ue 
(Signed) H. H. JOHNSTON. 





No. 96. 
Mr. Meade to Sir Villiers Lister —(Received June }4.) 


Sir, | Downing Street, June 12, 1886. 

IN reply to your letter of the 7th instant, inclosing a despatch from Her Majesty’s 
Vice-Cansul for Cameroons, relative to the state of affairs in the neighbourhood of the 
Settlement of Victoria, Ambas Bay, I am directed by Earl Granville to request you to 
inform the Earl of Rosebery that he is aware of no objection to the proposed mode of 
employing the proceeds of the gun licence duty which has been instituted by the Vice- 
Consul and the Governing Council of Victoria. 





I am, &e. 
(Signed) R. H. MEADE. 
No. 97. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Vice-Consul Johnston. 
(No. 6.) 
Sir. 


: pee Office, June 14, 1886. 
WITH reference to your despatch No. 9 of the 4th April last, I am directed by the 
Earl of Rosebery to transmit to you herewith an extract from a letter from the Baptist 
Missionary Society,* to whom a copy of your despatch above referred to was confidentially 
forwarded. 
You will perceive from the accompanying extract that the Society claim to be 
absolute possessors of Mondole Island, and refuse to recognize any person as “King ” of 
that place. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


*® Last aragraph but one of No. 94. 
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No. 98. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Mr. A. H. Baynes. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 14, 1886. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 9th instant, I am directed by the Earl of 
Rosebery to state to you that the portion referring to the possession of the Island of 
Mondole has been communicated to Mr. Vice-Consul Johnston. 


Lam, &e. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 


cen nnnmnnmmnnnnnmnn nnn essence 
No. 99. 


Sir Villiers Lister to the Secretary to the Admiralty. 


Sir, Foreign Office, June 14, 1886. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 27th January last, I am directed by the Earl 
of Rosebery to transmit to you copies of correspondence respecting the penalties inflicted 
by Her Majesty’s Consul for the Bights of Benin and Biafra upon King Ja Ja of Opobo,* 
and I am to request that the correspondence may be communicated to the Admiral 
commanding on the West African Station. 


I am, &c. 
(Signed) T. V.. LISTER. 
PRT ETE TET 
No. 100. 
Sir Villiers Lister to Consul Hewett. 
(No. 21.) 
Sir. Foreign Office, June 16, 1886. 


? 

I AM directed by the Earl of Rosebery to inform you that his Lordship approves 
generally the decision given by you in the case of King Ja Ja of Opobo, copy of which 
was forwarded in your despatch No. 5 of the 19th April. 

I am to observe, however, that you committed an error in basing your exaction of 
the fine of 30 puncheons upon his infraction of the Treaty of 1873, while at the same 
time warning him that it was the intention of Her Majesty’s Government to disregard the 
clause of that Treaty which authorized him to prevent the access of British traders to the 
interior markets. Your suggestion, that the prohibition was imposed as a sanitary precau- 
tion, does not affect the question, as no intimation to that effect appears in the Treaty. 

The correct view is, that as Ja Ja has persistently ignored his obligations under the 
Treaty, he cannot appeal to such of its provisions as he may consider to be favourable to 
him. He has rendered the Treaty nugatory, and it is superseded by the Protectorate 
Treaty. 
You should not have imposed on him a fine of 30 puncheons of oil as a penalty for 
breaking the Treaty, but should have imposed it on the general ground that his exactions 
were arbitrary and vexatious. Under the circumstances, the only course that can logically 
be adopted is to remit the fine for the present, and reimpose it only if fresh abuses on his 
part should make it necessary to inflict punishment. 

I am further to observe that the term of three months specified in the Addendum to 
your decision, within which a reply was to be received from this Department, was 
insufficient. The decision, given on the 26th March, was not forwarded y you till the 
19th April, and was received here on the 31st May. A reply could not be received by 
you by the 26th June. 

I am to inclose, under flying seal, a letter to Ja Ja conveying the decision of Her 
Majesty's Government, and I am to instruct you to cause it to be delivered to him without 
delay. 

7 am to inclose also copies of two further letters received from him,+ 

__ Copy of the correspondence has been forwarded to the Admiralty for communication 

to the Admiral commanding on the station. 


Tam, &c. 
(Signed) T. V. LISTER. 





* Nos. 1 (dated November 26, 1885), 3, 7, 31, 66, 74, 82, 83, and 103. t+ Nos. 74 and 83. 
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Her Majesty, having taken into consideration the said Report, and the draft Char er 
accompanying it, was pleased, by and with the advice of her Privy Council, to approve 
thereof, and to order, as it is hereby ordered, that the Right Honourable the Earl of 
Rosebery, one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries of State, do cause a warrant to be 
prepared for Her Majesty’s Royal signature, for passing under the Great Seal of the 
United Kingdom a Charter in conformity with the said draft, which is hereunto 


annexed. 
(Signed) C. L. PEEL. 





Inclosure in No. 105. 


Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Queen, Defender of the Faith. 


To all to whom these presents shall come greeting : 

WHEREAS an humble Petition has been presented to us in our Council by the 
National African Company (Limited), of 34 to 40, Ludgate Hill, in the city of London, 
hereinafter referred to as “the Company.” 

‘And whereas the said Petition states (among other things) that the Petitioner 
Company was incorporated in the year 1882, under the Companies’ Acts, 1862 to 1880, 
as a Company limited by shares; and that the capital of the Company is 1,000,0002., 
divided into 100,000 shares of 10/. each, with power to increase; and 91,675 of such 
shares have been subscribed for and issued; and a further 6,000 of such shares have 
been subscribed for, and are about to be issued, making in all 97,675 of such shares ; 
and that the objects of the Company, as declared by the Memorandum of Association 
of the Company, are (amongst others) the following, that is to say: | 

To carry on business and to act as merchants, bankers, traders, commission agents, 
ship-owners, carriers, or in any other capacity in the United Kingdom, Africa, or else- 
where, and to import, export, buy, sell, barter, exchange, pledge, make advances upon or 
otherwise deal in goods, produce, articles, and merchandize, according to the custom of . 
merchants, or otherwise. 

To form or acquire and carry on trading stations, factories, stores, and depdts in 
Africa or elsewhere, and to purchase, lease, or otherwise acquire, carry on, develop, or 
improve any business, or any real or personal property in the United Kingdom, Africa, 
or elsewhere, or any undivided or other interest whatsoever therein respectively. 

| To apply for, acquire, and hold any Charters, Acts of Parliament, privileges, 
monopolies, licences, concessions, patents, or other rights or powers from the British 
Government, or any other Government or State, or any potentate or local or other 
authority in Africa or elsewhere; to exercise, carry on, and work any powers, rights, or 
privileges so obtained; and to constitute or incorporate the Company as an anonymous 
or other Society in any foreign country or State. 

To purchase or otherwise acquire, open, and work mines, forests, quarries, fisheries, 
and manufactories; and to stock, cultivate, and improve any of the lands of the Company, 
erect buildings thereon, and sell the produce thereof. 

To do all other things whatsoever, whether of the like or other nature, which the 
Company may consider in any way incidental or conducive to the foregoing objects, or 
any of them. 

And whereas the Petition further states that the Kings, Chiefs, and peoples of 
various territories in the basin of the River Niger in Africa, fully recognizing, after many 
years’ experience, the benefits accorded to their countries by their intercourse with the 
Company and their predecessors, ‘have ceded the whole of their respective territories to 
the Company by various Acts of cession specified in the schedule hereto. 

And whereas, in consideration of such cessions the Company agreed, amongst other 
things, not to interfere with any of the native laws, and not to encroach on or to interfere 
with any private property unless the value should be agreed upon by the owner and the 
said Company, and payment made of such value. 

And whereas the petitioners further state that the Company since their incorporation 
have been actively engaged in carrying into effect the objects stated in the aforesaid 
Memorandum of Association, and have purchased the business of ali European traders in 
the regions aforesaid, and are now the sole European traders there, and are now engaged 
in developing the resources of such regions, and in extending trade further into the 
interior. | 
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And whereas the Petition farther states that the Company and their predecessors, 
whose businesses they purchased, have during many years past expended large sums of 
money and made great exertions in and about acquiring the confidence of the said 
native Kings, Chiefs, and peoples, which have resulted in the said cessions of territory, 
and large expenditure will be ‘neurred in carrying the same into effect and discharging 
the obligations arising thereunder. ’ 

And whereas the Petition further states that the condition of the natives inhabiting the 
aforesaid territories would be material improved, and the development of such territories 
and those contiguous thereto, and the civilization of their age would be greatly 
advanced if we should think fit to confer on the Company, and the Petitioner Company 
therefore most humbly pray that we will be graciously pleased to grant by our Royal 
Charter authority to accept the full benefit of the several cessions aforesaid, and all such 
other powers and authorities in relation to the premises as to us may seem meet, subject, 
nievertisildals to such conditions as we may think fit to impose. _ 

And whereas the Petition further states that if such authority were conferred on the 
Petitioner Company they would thereby be enabled to render to our dominions services 
of much value, and to promote the commercial prosperity of many of our subjects. 

Now, therefore, we, having taken the said Petition into our Royal consideration, in 
our Council, and being satisfied that the intentions of the Petitioner Company are 

raiseworthy, and deserve encouragement, do hereby will, ordain, grant, and declare as 
follows, that is to say :— 
. Authorization to Company. 


1. The said National African Company, Limited (in this our Charter referred to as 
the Company), is hereby authorized and empowered to hold and retain the full benefit of 
the several cessions aforesaid, or any of them, and all rights, interests, authorities, and 
powers for the purposes of government, preservation of public order, protection of the 
said territories, or otherwise of what nature or kind soever, under or by virtue thereof, 
or resulting therefrom, and ceded to or vested in the Company in, over, or affecting the 
territories, lands, and property comprised in those several cessions, or in, over, or 
affecting any territories, lands, or property in the neighbourhood of the same, and to 
hold, use, enjoy, and exercise the same territories, lands, property, rights, interests, 
authorities, and powers respectively for the purposes of the Company, and on the terms 
of this our Charter. 


Fulfilment by Company of Promises given. : 
2. The Company shall be bound by, and shall fulfil all arid singular the stipulations 
on their part contained in the Acts of cession aforesaid, subject to any subsequent agree- 


ment affecting those stipulations approved by one of our Principal Secretaries of State 
(in this our Charter referred to as “* our Secretary of State’’). 


British Character of the Company. 


3. The Company shall always be and remain British in character and domicile, and 
shall have its principal office in ngland, and its principal representative in the territories 
aforesaid, and all the Directors shall always be natural-born British subjects, or persons 
who have been naturalized as British subjects by or under an Act of the Parliament of 
our United Kingdom. 


Restriction of Transfer by Company. 


4. The Company shall’not have power to transfer, wholly or in part, the benefit of 
the cessions aforesaid, or any of them, except with the consent of our Secretary of 
State. 

Foreign Powers. 


5. If at any time our Secretary of State thinks fit to dissent from or object to an 
of the dealings of the Company with any foreign Power, and to make to the Domest 
any suggestion founded on that dissent or objection, the Company shall act in accordance 
therewith. 

Slavery. 


6. The Company shall, to the best of its power, discourage, and, as far as may be 
practicable, abolish by degrees any system of domestic servitude existing among the 
native inhabitants ; and no foreigner, whether European or other, shall be allowed to own 
slaves of any kind in the Company’s territories. 
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manner as our Secretary of State may from time to time allow for re ent of expenses 
already incurred for the like purposes or otherwise, in relation ae sniaiien, 
a and execution of Treaty pt pes 
e Company from time to time, either periodically or otherwise, as may be directed 
by our Secretary of State, shall furnish accounts and particulars | in me | Piri, and 
verified in such manner as he requires, of the rates, incidence, collection, proceeds, and 
application of such duties, and shali give effect to any direction by him as to any 
a of the description, rate, incidence, collection, or application of any such 
uties. | 
Conformity to Treaties. 


15. The Com shall be subject to and shall perform, observe, and undertak 
the obligations and. stipulations relating to the River Niger, its affluents, branches ear 
outlets, or the territories neighbouring thereto, or situate in Africa, contained in and 
undertaken by ourselves under the General Act of the Conference of the Great Powers 
at Berlin, dated the 26th February, 1885, or in any other Treaty, Agreement, or 
Arrangement between ourselves and any other State or Power, whether already made or 


hereafter to be made. 
Foreign Jurisdiction. 


16. In all matters relating to the observance of the last preceding Article, or to the 
exercise within the Company’s territories for the time being of any jurisdiction exer- 
cisable by us under the Foreign Jurisdiction Acts, or the said General Act of the 26th 
February, 1885, the Company shall conform to and observe and carry out all such 
directions as may from time to time be given in that behalf by our Secretary of State 
and the Company shall, at their own expense, appoint all such officers to perform such 
duties, and provide such Courts and. other requisites for the administration of justice as 


he directs. 
General Provisions. 


And we do further will, ordain, and declare that this our Charter shall be acknow- 
ledged by our Governors, and our naval and military officers, and our Consuls, and our 
other officers, in our Colonies and possessions, and on the high seas, and elsewhere, and 
they shall severally give full force and effect to this our Charter, and shall recognize and 
be in all lawful things aiding to the Company and its officers. ; 

And we do further will, ordain, and declare that this our Charter shall be taken 
construed, and adjudged in the most favourable and beneficial sense for and to the best 
advantage of the Company, as well in our Courts in our United Kingdom, and in our 
Courts in our Colonies or possessions, and in our Courts in foreign countries, or 
elsewhere, notwithstanding that there may appear to be in this our ter any non- 
recital, misrecital, uncertainty, or imperfection. 

And we do further will, ordain, and declare that this our Charter shall subsist and 
continue valid, notwithstanding any lawful change in the name of the Company or in the 
Articles of Association thereof, such change being made with the previous approval of 
our Secretary of State signified under his hand. 

And we do, lastly, will, ordain, and declare that in case at any time it is made to 
appear to us in our Council expedient that this our Charter should be revoked, it shall 
be lawful for us, our heirs and successors, and we do hereby expressly reserve and take 
to ourselves, our heirs and successors, the | right and power, by writing, under the Great 
Seal of our United Kingdom, to revoke this our Charter, without prejudice to any power 
to repeal the same by law belonging to us or them, or to any of our Courts, Ministers, 
or officers, independently of this present declaration and reservation. 


"a, 


ScHEDULE OF TREATIES. 


One dated the 31st January, 1884. 
One dated the 20th August, 1884. 
One dated the 28th August, 1884. 
One dated the 29th August, 1884. 
One dated the 30th August, 1884. 
One dated the 20th September, 1884. 
One dated the 23rd September, 1884. 
One dated the 24th September, 1884. 
One dated the 25th September, 1884. 
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Printed for the use of the Foreign Office. September 1886. 
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CONFIDENTIAL. 
(5812.) 


PART II. 


———— 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE 


RESPECTING 


AFFAIRS IN THE RIVER NIGER 


ADJOINING DISTRICTS. 


January to June 1886. 


